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WSU's Sport Management Programs 
Receive COSMA Accreditation 

  
Wichita State University has received specialized accreditation for its 
bachelor’s and master’s sport management programs through the 
Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA).  WSU is now one 
of just nine universities in the world with COSMA-accredited programs, and 
it is the only institution west of the Mississippi River to be so accredited. 
  
WSU is a charter member of the COSMA, and in order to be accredited, the 
university submitted a detailed self-study addressing the eight principles 
COSMA has identified as characterizing excellence in sport management 
programs. A site visit team from the COSMA visited the WSU campus in 
January, and the COSMA Board of Commissioners issued its accreditation 
decision during meetings last month in Seattle.  WSU’s accreditation status is 
valid through June 2019. 
  
 “We are very pleased to have achieved COSMA accreditation,” Dr. Clay 
Stoldt, department chair, said.  “As with most major accomplishments, this 
was a team effort, and we deeply appreciate the faculty, staff, students, 
alumni and community professionals who assisted us in this process.  We 
have so many great things happening in and around our programs.  It’s really 
gratifying to be among the first universities to receive this type of 
recognition.” 

  
WSU had previously received certification of its programs’ quality when it 
was approved by the Sport Management Program Review Council (SMPRC) 
in 2000.  As the field of sport management grew, the SMPRC was superseded 
by the COSMA, which features a more rigorous set of principles and review 
processes. 
  
The Department of Sport Management was established in 2008 and is housed 
within the College of Education. The department’s mission is to develop 
students into well-educated, ethical, competent sport management 
professionals.  The department’s teaching, research and service activities 
occur in a positive learning environment valuing both theory and 
practice.  WSU has 131 undergraduate and 63 master’s level sport 
management majors. 
  
  
  
  

June, 2012 

Vol. 13, Issue 9 
  

In This Issue 

  

SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 

  

WSU's Sport 
Management 

Programs Receive 
COSMA Accreditation 

  
  

  
  

Contact Us: 
Department of Sport 
Management  
Wichita State University 
Heskett Center Room 109 
1845 Fairmount 
Wichita, KS 67260-0127 
  
316-978-5445 
FAX: 316-978-5954 
johny.buchanan-
spachek@wichita.edu 
  
  

 FACULTY: 

 
Dr. Jeff Noble, Assistant 
Professor, Undergraduate 
Coordinator (ext. 5442), 
jeffrey.noble@wichita.edu 
 
Mike Ross, Instructor (ext 5980), 
mike.ross@wichita.edu 

 
Dr. G. Clayton Stoldt, Professor, 

mailto:johny.buchanan-spachek@wichita.edu
mailto:johny.buchanan-spachek@wichita.edu
mailto:jeffrey.noble@wichita.edu
mailto:mike.ross@wichita.edu


 
  

__________________________________________________________ 

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
   

Wichita State University - Department of Sport Management  
1845 Fairmount - Wichita, KS 67260-0127 

316-978-5445 - FAX: 316-978-5954 
  

   

Department Chair (ext. 5441), 
clay.stoldt@wichita.edu 
 
Dr. Mark Vermillion, Associate 
Professor, Graduate Coordinator 
(ext. 5444) 
mark.vermillion@wichita.edu 
 

OTHER CONTACTS: 

Johny Buchanan-Spachek, Office 
Manager (ext. 5455), 
johny.buchanan-
spachek@wichita.edu 
 
Carol Pitetti, Undergraduate 
Advisor (ext. 6952), 
carol.pitetti@wichita.edu 
 
Cathy Razook-Ellsworth, Co-op 
Education  (ext. 3668), 
cathy.ellsworth@wichita.edu 
  

  

LECTURERS 
AND    OTHER 
FACULTY 

  

Alan Aagaard — Desktop 
Publishing 
Matt Brokaw - Governance in 
Sport  
John Lee — Sport Facility 
Management 
David Moses –  Legal Issues 
in the Profession II 
Martin Perline — Economics 
of Sport 
Frank Rokosz – Struct. & 
Scheduling Sport 
Tournaments 
Steve Shaad — Sport 
Tournament & Event  Mgt, 
Selling in the Sport Industry  
Jessica Varlack — Legal 
Aspects of Sport and Physical 
Activities 1 
  
Dr. Richard Laptad – 
Assistant Professor Emeritus 
  
Dr. Lori Miller – Professor 
Emeritus  

 

Wichita State University does 
not discriminate in its 
programs and activities on the 
basis of race, religion, color, 
national origin, gender, age, 
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status, political affiliation, 
status as a veteran or 
disability.  The following person 
has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding 
nondiscrimination policies: 
Director, Office of Equal 
Employment Opportunity, 
Wichita State University, 1845 
Fairmount, Wichita KS 67260-
0205; telephone (316) 978-
6791. 
 
  

   

 


