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WSU Board of Trustees
Board Meeting
Thursday, April 2, 2020, 8:00 am
Zoom Remote Meeting

In attendance were board members Pierre Harter, Tom Winters, Joe Norton, Vernell Jackson, Steve Packebush, Sheryl Wohlford, Laurie Labarca, Nancy McCarthy Snyder and Keith Stevens.  Also present were Andy Schlapp, Susan Johnson, Troy Bruun, Werner Golling, Lou Heldman, John Tomblin, Jay Golden, Mert Buckley, and Paul Sullentrop. 

Approval of Minutes 
Harter started the meeting at 8:00 am.  Stevens made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2020 meeting.  Wohlford seconded and the motion passed.

Finance and Audit Report
Norton asked Bruun to review the finance and audit reports.  Norton asked for a Foundation representative to attend the July 2020 meeting to discuss the investment strategy for the BOT funds and the Gore fund. Schlapp continues to be in conversations with the Center for Management Development about their lease agreement.  Norton motioned to receive the financial reports, McCarthy Snyder seconded and the motion passed.

Campus Development Report
Bruun reviewed the campus development financial plan.  Schlapp discussed the restroom renovation at the Woodman building, they are reviewing bids for the project.  Packebush will review and approve of additional requested finishes and fixtures as agreed upon in the January meeting.  Packebush motioned to receive the financial reports and Labarca seconded, the motion passed.  

FY2021 Mill Levy Budget Review & Approval
Bruun reviewed the FY2021Mill Levy Budget, Schlapp and Dr. Golden will be visiting with the County and City leaders about the budget in June.  Wohlford motioned to receive the budget, Packebush seconded and the motion passed.

National Institute for Digital Transformation Discussion
Schlapp led the discussion about the need to diversity the economy and a way to attract new innovative companies to move to Kansas.  The BOT has been asked to invest in a lab in the building, which will provide an opportunity for WSU students to have an applied learning experience.  Norton asked for more information on the project before the board makes a decision.  The Finance and Audit committee will evaluate and bring for further consideration at next BOT meeting.  Labarca made a motion that the BOT is interested in providing support for this project and will wait for additional detail to make final decision at July meeting.  Packebush seconded and the motion passed.

Open Records Discussion
Buckley stated the BOT currently does not have an Open Records Policy, he would like to create one that mirrors the university’s and have it for review at the July meeting.
 






Campus Update
Golden provided an update stating that on his 90th day he had to close campus due to the COVID-19 situation and WSU classes have been moved to on-line format.  Fewer than 100 students are living in the residence halls.  Research continues, especially in health areas, WSU was a collection point for Personal Protective Equipment for the county.  WSU hopes to start up again in the fall with new protocols, with a focus on research and community engagement and is reaching out to community leaders to get their input as we develop a new marketing brand for the next decade.  KBOR approved the request to tear down Cessna Stadium to rebuild for new athletic programs.

Harter ended the meeting at 8:58 am.


Respectfully submitted,


Susan Johnson
Assistant Secretary
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