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People say all the time “ I would kill for 
my child”, but somehow, “I would cross 
dangerous borders for a better life for 

my child” is incomprehensible 
and looked down upon. 

Devin Michael Lowe



Immigration: The 
American Dream

My Journey



Immigration: 



Immigration: 
THE WHY



Immigration: 

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=P6fDGQpHd_k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6fDGQpHd_k


Migrants and 
Mental Health

WHAT is 
Mental 
Health?



Migrants and  
TRAUMA

PRE-Migration
During   
MIGRATION
Integration



Immigrants: Generational Trauma

I END it so 
you don’t 

have to DEAL 
with IT

Inter-generational trauma is 
a concept developed to help 
explain years of generational 
challenges within families. 
It is the of the oppressive or 
traumatic effects of a 
historical event.



Immigrants: 
Living in FEAR

Detention
Deportation
Report

SEPARATION



Immigrants: Generational Violence

Domestic Violence
Discipline



Immigrants: 
Protective FACTORS

§Encouragement
§Consistency
§Spiritual and Faith
§Language access
§Collaboration



Immigration: 



Immigrants: 
Spirituality and 
Values



Immigrants: 
Living in TWO Worlds

Two Languages
Two Cultures
Two Homes
TWO GENERATIONS…



Immigration: The American Dream

Immigrants enter the United States with
dreams of a better life for themselves and their 

families. Rather than posing a threat to our 
democracy, they reinforce and enrich the values 

that make America the country it is.
Carlos Gutierrez, Former U.S. Secretary of Commerce



Immigration:

Refugee Status
Asylum Status

a person who has been 
forced to leave their 

country in order to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster.



Immigration: 
where is the line?

FAMILY PETITION
PRO:
There is hope
Family reunification
CON:
Long wait



Immigration:
VAWA/ U-Visa/T-Visa

Immigration Relief for 
Survivors of 

Domestic Violence and 
Other Crimes



Immigration:
Temporary Protection 
Status (TPS)

TPS eligibility
Ongoing armed conflict 
An environmental 
disaster
Other extraordinary 
and temporary 
conditions



Immigration: 
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival)

DACA ELIGIBLE 
RESIDENTS 1,114,709
95% EMPLOYED
TAXES PAID $6.2B
ENTREPRENEURS 46,737



Immigration:

Legal Permanent 
Resident

Citizenship





Immigration: 
Myth or Fact?



Immigration: The American Dream



Immigration: 
Dream or 
Nightmare? 

Title 42
Family 
Separation



Immigration: 
Dream or 
Nightmare? 

Mix Family 
Status
Services Gaps



Immigrants in 
Kansas
203,385 Immigrant Residents

7.0% Immigrant population

2 of 5 immigrants in Kansas are 
Naturalized Citizens

35% of the immigrants 
population is undocumented

1 of 11 Kansas workers is a 
immigrants

•Data Year: 2019



Immigrants 
economy in 
Kansas

Immigrant Taxes 
Paid:
$1.5B
Immigrant 

Spending Power:  
$4.4B
Immigrant 

Entrepreneurs: 
12,164



Immigrants economy in Kansas

Taxes Paid $147.3M
State & Local Taxes 
$69.9M
Federal Taxes $77.4M
Total Spending Power 
$1.2B



YOUR role



Immigrants: Advocacy and Policy



Immigrants: 
Advocacy and Policy

§KS H 2717
§law enforcement officer of the 
officer's duty to cooperate with 
state and federal agencies

§H.R.6
§To authorize the cancellation of 
removal and adjustment of 
status of certain aliens, and for 
other purposes

§Extension of DL



Immigrants:



Immigrants: QUESTIONS

Thank You



Sources:

https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/democracy/gutierrez-immigrants-validate-values.html

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvqIudeS5vs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwjlWuyYL70

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6fDGQpHd_k

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status

https://www.uscis.gov/DACA

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-trafficking-and-other-crimes/victims-of-human-trafficking-t-nonimmigrant-status

https://data.newamericaneconomy.org/map-the-impact/

https://www.cato.org/blog/14-most-common-arguments-against-immigration-why-theyre-wrong

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/08/qa-us-title-42-policy-expel-migrants-border

https://www.splcenter.org/news/2020/06/17/family-separation-under-trump-administration-timeline

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oig.dhs.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2F2020-06%2FOIG-20-35-
May20.pdf&clen=1569814&chunk=true

https://www.newamericaneconomy.org/locations/kansas/

https://psychcentral.com/lib/how-intergenerational-trauma-impacts-families#1

https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/2021/jun/1/us-doj-statistics-race-and-ethnicity-violent-crime-perpetrators/

https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/cultural-competency/education/stress-and-trauma/undocumented-immigrants

https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/immigrant-status/immigrants/

https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/democracy/gutierrez-immigrants-validate-values.html
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https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-trafficking-and-other-crimes/victims-of-human-trafficking-t-nonimmigrant-status
https://data.newamericaneconomy.org/map-the-impact/
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/08/qa-us-title-42-policy-expel-migrants-border
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https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/cultural-competency/education/stress-and-trauma/undocumented-immigrants
https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/immigrant-status/immigrants/


https://www.ice.gov/features/ERO-2020

https://www.ice.gov/features/ERO-2020
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