
The Role of Age 
Friendly Universities 
in an Aging Society
Focusing on the Emotional, Social and 
Psychological Well-Being of Seniors



The First Age-Friendly 
University in Kansas 

WSU is one of 90 higher education institutions worldwide 
and the first institution of higher learning in Kansas to 
become a member of Age-Friendly University Global 
Network (AFU). Membership in AFU demonstrates the 
University’s ongoing commitment to provide a full range 
of learning opportunities that include adults of all ages in 
an age-inclusive campus environment. 



Importance of Age-Friendly Campuses

• Age-friendly campuses have grown in importance as lifespans 
lengthen.

• The proportion of adults age 55 and older is about a third of the US 
population, and the number of people in this age group is projected 
to increase for many years to come.

• Twenty-eight percent of the population in Kansas, 27 percent of the 
Wichita population, and 25 percent of the population in the 
Fairmount neighborhood surrounding Wichita State are 55 or older.



Resources 
& Initiatives



WSU Mission and Core Values

• The mission of Wichita State University is to be an essential 
EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL and ECONOMIC DRIVER for Kansas and 
the greater public good.

• Our presentation will focus on the ways The Offices of Workforce, 
Professional and Community Education, Public Health Sciences and 
the Institute on Aging are working together in support of  that 
mission while incorporating the University’s core values of: 

• Collaboration 
• Access 
• Equity 



Leadership Support

“Age diversity and inclusion fit with Wichita 
State’s main priority of providing accessible 
education for everyone in our community at 
all stages of the lifespan and life course” 
- Rick Muma, President, Wichita State University



Lifelong 
Learning 
Program



Lifelong Learning Program

• One of the programs that WSU offers under the age-friendly 
umbrella is the WSU Lifelong Learning Program.

• Peer Group Education

• Started in fall 2015 with one course and 68 registrations. Fall 2022 
there were 10 courses with 1666 registrations.



What Are Lifelong Learning Courses?

• 0.5 credit hour college 
courses designed 
specifically for students 
60+ years of age.



Where Are Courses 
Offered?

• In-Person at the WSU Metropolitan 
Complex

• Online – Students receive a link via 
email each week to view the course on 
their own device. Students can view 
the course at their convenience.

• Technology Grant 



Lifelong Learning Course Schedules

• Each course consists of four classes held one day a week for 4 

weeks.

• Each class is approximately 2 hours in length.

• Classes are held from 1:00 – 3:00 PM



Do Students Have to Pay Tuition?

Per the Kansas Board of Regents 
Policy, students who are at least 60 
years of age may audit the Lifelong 
Learning courses without payment 
of tuition. 



WSU Lifelong Learning Scholarships

• WSU makes scholarships available each semester to seniors 60+ 
years of age who enroll before a certain date. The scholarship 
covers the following:

 WSU Application Fee

 Applicable Course Fees

 If students enroll by the scholarship deadline, the Lifelong 
Learning Course Fee is $0.



Can Students Not Yet 60 Years of Age Enroll?

• Students who are not yet 60 years of age are welcome to enroll in 
the Lifelong Learning courses. These students are not eligible for 
the tuition waiver and scholarships, so regular WSU tuition and fees 
will apply.



Do Students Have to Purchase a Textbook?

• No textbook purchase is required.

• WSU provides all required course materials.



Are there tests? Is there homework?

• There are no tests.

• There may be outside 
assignments.

• Instructors provide all 
resources for any outside 
work.



Do Students Receive a Grade?

• No letter grades are given.

• Students receive either a Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory.

• Evaluation is based 100% on discussion, reflection, and attendance.



What is Unique about the WSU 
Lifelong Learning Courses?

• Actual college coursework

• Taught by credentialed 
University faculty

• Cohort based learning



What’s New for 
Spring 2023?



Non-Credit 
Community 
Education 
Programming



Community 
Education Classes

• In-Person Classes
• Great Decisions 
• Historic Walking Tours

• Day Trips



Questions
Kim Moore
kimberly.moore@wichita.edu
(316) 978-6487
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