
WSU Strategic Plan Goals: 
How WSU Ventures plays a role

Who we serve
We aid WSU faculty, staff and students by working to help them 
advance, protect and license ideas and intellectual property.

We connect industry, external inventors, entrepreneurs and investors 
with WSU’s expertise and resources.

MEtrics FY17
wsu research income:

Guarantee an applied learning or research experience for 
every student by each academic college.
Increased collaboration with industry and student involvement in startups and 
technology development increases opportunities for applied learning. 

Pioneer an educational experience for all that integrates 
interdisciplinary curricula across the university.
WSU Ventures encourages cross-departmental collaboration. Many projects require 
student, faculty and/or staff expertise in multiple disciplines. 

Capitalize systemically on relevant existing and emerging 
societal and economic trends that increase quality 
educational opportunities.
WSU Ventures actively seeks opportunities and strategic partnerships to increase 
funding for strategic programs and engage the university community in relevant 
outcome-producing events and programs.

Accelerate the discovery, creation and transfer of new 
knowledge.
This is what drives everything we do!

Empower students to create a campus culture and experience 
that meets their changing needs
WSU Ventures actively seeks to empower students and engage them in programs 
that meets their needs.

Be a campus that reflects—–in staff, faculty and 
students—–the evolving diversity of society.
We seek to provide opportunities for all members of our diverse faculty, staff and 
student population.

Create a new model of assessment, incentive and reward 
processes to accomplish our vision and goals.
To help create a university community that is not only driven by academic 
credentials, but also industry engagement and technology-based commercialization, 
WSU Ventures programs provide incentives for students, faculty and staff to engage 
in these market driven activities.

$90.5 Million

Total Contracts/awards: 860

2013: 

2014: 

2015: 

2016: 

2017: 

ip disclosures received:
16 

            22

                                         41

                25

                                            43

ip disclosures received By 
department for FY17:
Education: 

Engineering: 

LAS: 

Fine Arts: 

NIAR: 

Athletics: 

Center to Combat Human Trafficking:  

3
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       5

2

       1
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                      11
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2013: 

2014: 

2015: 

2016: 

2017: 

Provisional Patents filed:

2

   3

                     9

         5

                     9

2013: 

2014: 

2015: 

2016: 

2017: 

Patent applications filed:

Innovation Fund Award money 
presented: $6,600 awarded to 

6 student/faculty/staff teams
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participating 
Teams:

Teams that have gone on to win 
additional competitions: 

Grad/undergrad 
demographics:

29

Startups formed: 6

12
8

9

Summer 2016:
Fall 2016:

Spring 2017: 

8

69% 31%
undergrad graduate

Vytal

Mobile car tune 

Pinole Blue 

Lawn buddy

Enso Contextual Behavioral Innovations

Wordprint Project from professors of peace

Teams that secured additional funding:
Teams pursuing SBIR opportunities:
Faculty IP teams:

3
2

Illuminate by Nicole Zimmerman, Gina LeBar and Shauntel Pearson – 
InnovateHer: Innovating for Women Business Challenge Semifinalist

Lawn Buddy by Steven Werner – WSU Jumpstart Kansas 
Entrepreneurs Competition, Get Started Wichita Competition, Shocker 
New Venture Competition 2016 (2nd)

MAGICA hip retractor system by Caylin Wiley, Fanny Ochoa, Gisela 
Guzman and Maria Valbuena - Kansas Entrepreneurship Challenge 
(2nd Chance Round)

Mobile Car Tune by Jocelyn Galicia and Ernesto Cisneros – Kansas 
Entrepreneurship Challenge  (2nd Chance Round), Shocker New 
Venture Competition (3rd)

Pinole Blue by Levi Iseman and Eddie Sandeval – Shocker New 
Venture Competition (1st)

Vytal by Jared Goering, sophomore, and Spencer Steinert, freshman – 
Kansas Entrepreneurship Challenge (2nd), WSU Jumpstart Kansas 
Entrepreneurs Competition, Shocker New Venture Competition (4th)

Wordprint Project from Professors of Peace, by Johnna 
Crawford, graduate student – WSU Jumpstart Kansas Entrepreneurs 
Competition

Quotes:

Future goals

     My summer in the I-Corps program helped 
me identify needs of potential clients before I 
even had a developed product. It was incredibly 
helpful in connecting me to the business and 
Shocker communities. I-Corps helped me learn 
what departments on campus have resources I 
needed and introduced me to many people that 
have made my own research and business 
possible. 

 – Johnna Crawford

     If you have an idea or want to launch a 
business, your first step needs to be going 
through I-Corps so you can get your customer 
validation. Being at WSU and being a National 
Science Foundation program has helped us 
tremendously as far as showing people what 
we've been able to accomplish since we've 
started which adds even more credibility for us 
going forward and ultimately led to people 
trusting us to not only invest, but to partner 
with us as we developed our program. 

– Steven Werner

Strengthen road to national 
teams

Enhance mentor recruiting

Identify high-potential 
technology entrepreneurial 
leads 

Further leverage technologies 
from technology disclosure 
portfolio 

In 2016, Wichita State was designated as a 
National Science Foundation (NSF) I-Corps 
site.  The Shocker Innovation Corps nurtures 
and supports Wichita State entrepreneurial 
teams interested in transitioning their 
STEM ideas, devices, processes or other 
intellectual activities into the marketplace 
in anticipation of profit. As part of the 
I-Corps commercialization initiative, 
Shocker Innovation Corps provides up to 
$2,150 per team for 30 teams each year. 

year 1



E-Launch | Shocker I-Corps Connection 
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Customer Validation
3 hours on Friday afternoon, 6 sessions 
over 8 week period, offered 3x per year

Six months of program support and 
referrals to ecosystem partners.

Funding related to customer discovery 
research and prototyping costs

E-Launch Training Program
Goal: Foster entrepreneurial activity that will lead to the 
commercialization of market-driven innovative products or services.

Structure: E-Launch is a six session program held over the course 
of eight weeks. Each team is responsible to conduct at least 25 
customer interviews during the course of the program.

Output: Participants report out to the class on their interview 
findings twice during the course of the program, during the third 
session and the final session.

WSU Ventures, through 

funding made possible by the 

Kansas Department of 

Commerce, awarded six teams 

with $10,000 each to 

advance and commercialize 

technology-based projects. All 

of the awarded teams are 

continuing to develop their 

businesses. 

Chem-Blade from Eck Fabrication, 
Ethan Eck

ESP-Dlux  Automated Germicidal 
Light Infection Control System from 
Elevated Health Systems
Ann DuPuis 

Mobile App and Web Based Lawn 
and Snow Removal services from 
Lawn Buddy
Steven Werner

Health care monitoring system from 
Mobile Health Link
Chris Deck

Wordprint Project from Professors 
of Peace
Johnna Crawford, graduate student

Next generation adhesive athletic 
wearable from Vytal
Jared Goering, sophomore, and 
Spencer Steinert, freshman

Jumpstart

mission:
Match the research and development 
needs of industry
Support the innovation and development 
of new products, services, and intellectual property

Opportunities:
WSU hub for industry R&D and project needs
Ability to engage and promote all WSU capabilities
Applied Learning: direct interaction between students, professors & 
researchers, and industry solving real-world problems that can be 
brought into the classroom
Fill Needs of Industry: Capability Gaps, Time Requirements, Cost
Industry-funded academic research boosts innovation.
Industry turns to universities to investigate areas outside their core 
strength

Center for Entrepreneurship | 
WSU Ventures Partnership

Ventures industry-sponsored research

Integrat ing Innovators + Industry

Ventures Industry Sponsored Research



Ventures Industry-Sponsored 
Research

Visr Process:


