International Students

Advising International Students
International students have unique needs. For NACADA resources on advising international students, visit: http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Resources/Clearinghouse/View-Articles/International-students-resource-links.aspx.

Making Referrals to International Education 
It is important to note that the Office of International Education works exclusively with F-1/J-1 non-immigrant students.  F-1/J-1 students come to WSU to study with the intent of returning home.  There is no path to citizenship through this visa type. Currently there are approximately 1400 of these types of students at WSU. There are approximately 400 students that are studying at WSU on other types of immigrant visas.  These students also originate from foreign countries but they are on immigrant visas, meaning they are treated as domestic students. Advisors must ask students about their visa type before making a referral to International Education. However, International Education can often work to “pair” students on immigrant visas and F-1/J-1 visas that are from the same countries to help students build a sense of community while they are at WSU. 

The remainder of this section deals primarily with the processes and procedures that impact F-1/J-1 students. 

New Student Arrivals
Upon arriving in the U.S., all new academic students are required to attend an in-person new student check-in session with international education.  Students must sign up in advance online by clicking the New Student Check-in tab at www.wichita.edu/international .  Check-in sessions will take approximately 1 hour. At new student check-in, students will receive instructions about having their TB holds removed with Student Health Services, getting scheduled for Math and English placement exams, new student orientation, and more.  Once a new student successfully completes the check-in process, their SEVIS hold start date will be deferred by several weeks. 

SEVIS Holds/Returning Student Check-in Process
All international students in F-1 status have a SEVIS hold on their account each semester. The hold is removed after the student completes the online check-in process for the upcoming term. The check-in process includes completing a form/questionnaire and providing updated immigration and demographic information. The SEVIS check-in is a 10-minute process available online at http://www.wichita.edu/SevisCheckin.  Check-ins received before 8 a.m. will be cleared the same business day.  

Online Course/Telecourse Limit Reminder
Immigration regulations state that only one distance education course of up to three credit hours may count towards a student’s minimum full-time enrollment requirement each semester.  Hours beyond the minimum enrollment requirement can be in any learning format.  Please note that the definition of a distance learning course is one that does not require any physical class meetings or other in-person interaction throughout the semester. Audited courses also do not count towards the full-course of study requirement.

Full Course of Study
International students are required to enroll in and complete a full course of study each fall and spring semester.  Full-time enrollment is normally defined as 12 hours for undergraduate students.

Reduced Course Load Authorizations
 Reduced course load authorizations are extremely rare.  BEFORE enrolling in (or dropping down to) less than 12 credit hours for any reason, the student must first meet with an international student advisor.  The advisor will determine if the student qualifies for an exception.  If it is determined that an exception may be merited, the student will be given a yellow Reduced Course Load Authorization form that they will then need to take to their academic advisor to be signed.  The student will need to return the completed and signed form to International Education before he/she may drop below 12 hours.  

OPT
Optional Practical Training (OPT) is an employment benefit authorized by USCIS for eligible F-1 students providing them with an opportunity to gain actual employment experience in their chosen profession for a maximum of one year per educational level. A student becomes eligible for another 12 months of practical training when he or she completes a higher educational level.
OPT is not a part of the degree program, but must be related to the student's field of study. A student may apply for OPT in their final semester of study, up to 90 days before their program end date. The Office of International Education will determine eligibility for OPT and assist with the application. Students are asked to complete the OPT tutorial online before any questions regarding OPT will be answered by International Education staff: http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=intl&p=/current_students/opt_tut/opt1/
Students are required to have their academic advisor complete an OPT Recommendation form, indicating the student’s intended graduation date. The form can be accessed here: http://webs.wichita.edu/depttools/depttoolsmemberfiles/intl/OPT%20Recommendation%20Form%207-28-2011%20(2).pdf.
CPT
Curricular Practical Training (CPT) is an employment benefit authorized by USCIS for eligible F-1 students, allowing them to accept employment in connection with their major field of study and concurrently with enrollment in their degree program. The training is usually done through the Cooperative Education Program. These are academic programs designed to provide students with the opportunity to supplement their course work with practical application in the field of study. They are not employment programs, but an academic experience. Authorization is given by a designated school official (DSO) through the Office of International Education on a semester by semester basis. The student may not begin employment until this authorization has been entered on their I-20. There is no filing fee. However, the student must enroll in and pay for the corresponding class. Please note that students who have completed all program requirements are not eligible for CPT.

English Exit Exam
Some international students will have taken courses equivalent to ENGL 101 and 102 in their home country. This appears on the transcript as, “ENGL 101 No credit w/out EEE 101” or “ENGL 102 No Credit w/out EEE 102.” To receive credit for ENGL 101 and 102, students must take and pass the English Exit Exam (EEE). For information on scheduling the English Exit Exam, students can contact International Education at 316-978-3232.

Enrollment Verification
Certain groups of international students must have their enrollment verified in order for their home country to continue to sponsor them. All enrollment verifications of this kind must go through the National Student Clearinghouse. Students can access the Clearinghouse through myWSU by clicking “MyClasses” and then the link in the “National Student Clearinghouse” channel. 
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