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Message From the President

For the last two years | was privileged and blessed to be a part of
the IEEE Eta Kappa Nu, Epsilon Xi chapter, at Wichita State
University. | served as the President for Epsilon Xi chapter for the
year 2015-2016. | am very lucky to have had an excellent group of
students as my committee as well as many active members. | am
also grateful for our extraordinary faculty members who served as
our advisors. Our chapter is very active and has a calendar filled
with events throughout the academic year. These include faculty
workshops, brown bag lunches, tutoring sessions, information
sessions, community outreach events, faculty appreciation events
and also our biannual award ceremony. The award ceremony,
hosted in collaboration with our electrical engineering and computer
science department, recognizes excellence in our students, faculty
members and teaching assistants. We were delighted during the
summer when one of our members, Ms. Alicia Keow, who was
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nominated by our chapter, was named as one of the finalists for the Alton B. Zerby and Carl T.
Koerner Outstanding Electrical or Computer Engineering Student Award. Furthermore, our
Epsilon Xi Chapter was one of the outstanding chapters nationally recognized by IEEE-HKN for
the year 2014/2015. As members of the IEEE-HKN Epsilon Xi chapter, we strive to be the best
in what we do in order to maintain the success we had in the past and also to work harder to

gain even more success in the future.

Saeed Alsaleb President,
IEEE-HKN, Epsilon Xi Wichita State University 2015/16

IEEE HKN Epsilon Xi Chapter Report



Message From the Faculty Advisor

| am delighted to pen a few words as the faculty advisor of
IEEE-HKN Epsilon Xi Chapter. The year 2015/2016 was the most
successful year after | became the Faculty Advisor. The leadership
of our two chapter Presidents Mr. Saeed Alsaleeb and Mr. Nipuna
Gomes made this possible. The Fall 2015 semester saw the most
members inducted into the chapter in one semester since the
chapter was established in May 1966. Current strength of the
chapter is more than 70; this is a great achievement considering the
revival of the chapter in Oct. 2014.

Some of the highlights of the chapter activities include the tutoring
program for sophomore and junior level courses, the faculty
workshop to share the expertise of faculty members with
undergraduate students and the faculty-student brown-bag lunch to
provide opportunities for the students to learn about different areas
in electrical engineering and computer science. They also include
the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Awards Ceremony to
recognize, student choice of the faculty member, outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant,
Undergraduate Student and Graduate Student. Three new activities that were initiated in the
last year are: (i) Faculty appreciation day: On the study day of the Fall 2015, the HKN chapter
organized faculty application day to create a wall of student comments about faculty and treat
the faculty with donuts; (ii) HKN members started to volunteer at Minniha Core Knowledge
Magnet Elementary School to introduce electrical engineering to the Gifted Students; (iii) During
the summer 2016 our chapter members joined with students from Department of Physical
Therapy to modify ride-on cars for children with limited mobility. This effort is coordinated by
WSU GoBabyGo and currently we are in the process of developing a proposal to build 17 cars
through IEEE-EPICS program.

Our chapter officers work tirelessly to strengthen the chapter and provide opportunities for the
members to develop their skills and help the department, especially enhance the visibility by
promoting electrical engineering and its importance to the society.

It is my privilege to be the faculty advisor for this student group and be a part of one of the most
successful honor societies in the College of Engineering.

Dr. Visvakumar Aravinthan,

Faculty Advisor, IEEE-HKN Epsilon Xi Chapter,
Assistant Professor,

Electrical & Computer Science Department,
Wichita State University.
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|EEE HKN - Epsilon Xi Events

Each semester we host one of our biggest events of the year where we recognize academic
success across our department. Spring awards include an Outstanding Faculty Award,
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award, Outstanding Undergraduate Senior Award,
and Outstanding Graduate Award. Applicants send in formal documents that an awards
committee reviews to select winners.

Gbm!Bxbse!Dfsfnpoz!

After the first successful Epsilon Xi Award Ceremony, we were eager to continue the tradition of
honoring academic achievement. HKN - Epsilon Xi Award Ceremony was held on May 16th
2015. The ceremony was more successful than we could have imagined. We held the
Ceremony directly after the graduation commencement, only to add to the celebration of the
day. HKN members, many of the EECS faculty and staff, students up for awards, friends and
family, Dean of the College of Engineering and the 2015 commencement speaker were all in
attendance to name a few. All of the feedback from the event was positive and members of the
faculty expressed how nice it was to see all of the student’'s comments.
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A brown bag lunch session on controls served as a means for Electrical, Computer science and
Computer Engineering students to have a conversation about the field of controls in a non-
academic setting. Five Electrical Engineering professors who either had previous experience
with controls or have a research interest in it attended this event. Students had an opportunity to
ask professors a plethora of questions regarding controls which entailed what sparked their
interests in it.
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This was one of the major events that we participated in at the Wichita State’s college of
Engineering. This was a good opportunity to showcase our chapter to many current students.
We were able to inform students about what it takes to get invited to our honor society. We hope
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that the prestige of our chapter will encourage them to achieve a higher GPA and maintain it
while they are pursuing their degree.

Toward the end of the 2015 fall semester we held a get together. It was a potluck, and group
members brought in food and beverages for everyone to share. We held the eventin a
classroom in the Engineering Building in the evening. Professors and faculty members of the
EECS department were also invited to our get together, and several came including John
Watkins, our EECS department chair. The event was a time for everyone to meet outside of club
activities to hangout and talk. Ms. Kumar, an EE Professor, brought with her the HKN
Outstanding Teacher award she had received earlier in the year and showed it for the group to
see as well.
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The 111th Annual Founder’s Day was celebrated on October 28, 2015 in Jabara Hall. 10
members and 65 non-members came to help us honor the past and celebrate the future of
HKN. Every member that stopped by received wristbands, pens, frisbees, etc. Along with
celebrating with current members, many EECS students came to learn about our organization in
hopes of becoming a member in the near future.

Through the Go-Baby-Go project, IEEE-HKN Epsilon Xi members work with the Department of
Physical Therapy and Rainbow Health services in Wichita, KS in order to bring accessibility to
children with physical impairments in the local community. HKN members modify off-the-shelf
ride-on toy cars so that these children are able to operate them to get around. We are able to
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achieve this at a much lower cost than the price of a mobility vehicle. We see this as an
important project as it not only provides these kids with a way to move about but makes them
more independent and gives them greater opportunities to socialize. Our HKN chapter is active
in this ongoing project and are planning to apply for an IEEE-EPICS grant to extent this effort to
reach even more children in the community.

Our Fall 2016 Information Session was held on Friday, September 23rd, 2016. During this
event, current members came together to welcome six prospective members. The evening
began with a brief presentation about the history of HKN, the current state of Epsilon Xi, as well
as future outlook. The presentation was followed by ice cream and entertainment in the form of

team building games.
, =
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We had our fall 2015 initiation on October 24th 2015 with total of 29 students. That is a record
number of highest students initiated in the history of Epsilon Xi Chapter yet. After the event we
went out to have some food together and celebrated their new chapter at Epsilon Xi.
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