Resolution 1
 
Whereas in prior years, the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate operated in its own conference room and has only in recent years started meeting in the provost's office; and 
 
Whereas the Executive Committee now regularly meets in the Provost's office with the Provost in regular attendance, giving the optics that the Executive Committee is a part of the Provost's staff rather than leaders of the Faculty Senate 
 
Therefore, let it be resolved that the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate, to maintain a sense of autonomy distinct from higher administration, no longer meet in the Provost's office, nor should the Provost attend its meetings unless attendance is expressly requested or if the  administration has specific business for the Senate to consider.
 
Resolution 2
 
Whereas the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate, as per the rules of the Senate, are very limited ( Section VI on Senate Committees states “Working with committee chairs and members, the Senate President coordinates the work of standing and ad hoc committees of the Senate) does not mention the Executive Committee as a “voice of the Senate,” let alone the “voice of the faculty;” and  
 
Whereas in recent years, the administration of the university has employed the Faculty Senate Executive Committee on an ad hoc basis to weigh in on various policy matters without either the awareness or consent of the faculty Senate; and
 
Whereas in some instances, these consultations have verged on placing the Executive Committee in the role of the Provost's advisory body or even a court of last resort on contentious matters involving policy; and 
 
Whereas these actions by the Administration have been described as shared governance with faculty when, in fact, the Executive Committee has no authority to be consulted in this manner and nor was there any discussion with the Faculty Senate about these policy decisions
 
Therefore, let it be affirmed that the Faculty Senate Executive Committee serves the Senate in its operations and not the Administration.  As such, it is inappropriate for the Executive Committee to be employed as an ad hoc advisory body and is not to function in any capacity other than Faculty Senate business without both the express consent of the Senate as a body and a change in the Executive Committee’s charge by an explicit vote of the General Faculty. 
 

