Faculty Senate (2025 – 2026) Meeting Minutes - Draft 
Monday, January 26, 2026 
3:30-5:00 pm Woolsey Hall, 110A

Present: Allen, Asmatulu, Beck, Billingham, Bowen, Boynton, Butler, Castro, Celestin, Chang, Chesser, Cooper, Cossell, Dai, Dowling, Dudley, Flores, Foster, Gilstrap, Griffith, Hakansson, Jamkartanian, Jones, Jorn, Kim, Kirby, Kreinath, Loibl, Lynch, Myose, Nelson, Nicks, O’Bryan, Ott, Price, Pulaski, Rani, Ray, Sarionder, Shan, Sherwood, Showstack, Small, Stone, Swindle, Terry, Tew, Thompson, Vasquez, Williams, Zhu 
Excused: Koop
Absent: Delacruz, Kuhlman, Ma, Proctor, Twomey
Call to Order
· President Stone at 3:30 
Approval of Minutes
· November 24, 2025 – no comments, approved by consensus. 
Informal Statements
· Senator Allen shared comments regarding the goal to only launch courses that meet the minimum 80% capacity requirement is not practical in all instances.
· Senator Billingham shared a statement and requested to revisit the inclement weather policy, particularly in relation to aligning with USD 259. 
Teams meeting recording started at 3:37
President’s Report 
· SGA updates 
· Bill of Rights (BOR) – no comments from senators in opposition to removing language at the top of the SGA BOR stating that the BOR was approved by the Faculty Senate (FS).
· Providing syllabus for review prior to enrollment – several comments from senators regarding ease of uploading syllabi, timeframe, possibility to automate, and regarding intellectual property. President Stone asks that faculty consider adding more detailed course information into Banner when possible. 
· KBOR Policy Updates
· The tenure, post-tenure review, and workload policies have all been approved by KBOR, following some minor last-minute revisions. 
· WSU workload policy is with Faculty Affairs and should be ready for presentation in February.
· President Stone will ask T&P to work on aligning our tenure policies with KBOR once the committee has completed their annual FAAR reviews. 
· Goal for the tenure updates, as stated by KBOR, is to demonstrate to the legislature that tenured faculty are carefully evaluated on a regular basis. 
· Faculty expressed multiple concerns about the new policy language, noting that changes were not “minor” and that there was no opportunity for FS input before final KBOR approval. Questions focused on the burden on smaller units, clarity on post-tenure review committee composition, the rationale for updates, and inconsistencies such as carve‑outs for KU Med/KSU Vet and language describing tenure as “not a lifetime policy.” 
· President Stone will verify whether denied tenure cases can appeal to KBOR, invite Chief of Staff Gearhart to provide a legislative update, and request an official statement from Provost Lounsbery on the 5‑year post‑tenure review cycle.
· Award Reminders
· President’s Distinguished Service and KBOR Faculty of the Year nominations are due by January 30. See FS website for more information and to access the nomination form in Qualtrics.
· Miscellaneous Updates
· Budget - constant contact w/Provost’s office; cutting as much as they can to avoid workforce reductions. Being very creative. The 7% projection is conservative (based on flat or even declining enrollment). 
· President Stone will invite Provost Lounsbery to provide a detailed budget presentation at the next meeting, to include both revenue and expenditures.
· First Year Seminar (FYS)
· Academic Affairs requested some updates to the policy due to the ongoing cost (double what was projected). 
· Please complete the FYS survey if you are a FYS instructor.
· Pending General Education Legislation
· Chief of Staff Gearhart will provide more details during his legislative update, but if the legislation passes will require changes to our gen ed program related to diversity.
Committee Reports
· Vice President Myose shared that nominations for at-large senate positions will be requested mid-February, with other positions to follow.
Old Business
· Proposed change to Faculty Senate Rules – Terms (Second Read)
· Rules Committee found a redundancy – 2c and 2d are identical.
· Senator Allen motioned to move to second read and to remove the redundancy.
· Motion passed unanimously.
· Committee membership
· Updated language passed unanimously.
New Business
· Ombuds Reappointment Confirmation – Carolyn Shaw
· Confirmed unanimously
· Syllabus – Template and Timeline
· See applicable pages in Meeting Book. 
· Senators raised concerns about the lack of clarity in syllabus template updates and requested a clear overview of changes, tracked version histories, and standard release dates. 
· Discussion emphasized focusing on essential content, with less extraneous material on the physical document
· Additional follow‑ups include determining who officially “owns” the syllabus, reviewing outdated or buried links, and confirming whether a faculty committee should oversee template governance. 
As May Arise
· Senator requested assistance with locating the grievance form. 
Adjourn 
· Next FS meeting is February 9, 2026, at 3:30p in Woolsey Hall 110A
· President Stone adjourned the meeting at 4:50.
Minutes prepared by Rhonda Williams
