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TO:

Deborah Ballard-Reisch


Kay Gibson


Denise Celestin



Roy Myose



Keith Pickus (ex oficio)



Paul Rilemma



Dan Russell



Julie Scherz



Steve Skinner (ex officio)



Larry Spurgeon

FROM:
Fritz Hemans, president WSU faculty senate (ex oficio member of the committee)
DATE:
August 20, 2010

RE:

Ad Hoc General Education Committee Meetings

The first meeting of the ad hoc General Education committee will be coming up at the end of next week and I would like to give you an idea of how we’ll proceed over the first several sessions. With the hope of getting off to a good start, Keith Pickus and I have been meeting over the summer to follow up on a strategy session we had with Larry Spurgeon and Debby Soles at the end of spring semester.

During the first part of the semester we want the committee to become knowledgeable about our general education program, compare it to the stated goals, and arrive at a point where we can make a recommendation to the senate about how to proceed thereafter. We’ve defined 4 topics, as described below, for meetings 2-5. Our first meeting will be a discussion of the committee’s charge and agenda and provide an opportunity to introduce all of us to the national dialogue and terminology of general education.
First Meeting: Friday August 27, 1:00-2:30, Clinton Hall Room 203

· Introduction to our committee’s charge and process. Prior to the meeting please (a) review the current structure of our General Education curriculum and (b) read a booklet published by the AAC&U titled Revising General Education – and avoiding the potholes, by Paul L. Gaston and Jerry G. Gaff. The booklet is being sent to you through campus mail along with a copy of this memo. The links to resources listed below are provided to help you follow up on questions that may arise in our discussions and in your own research.

a. Review the current general education structure. The description is found on pages 20-24 in the current undergraduate catalog. The web address for our General Education main page is http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=generaleducation with additional information under the left hand link “Assessment of General Education.” We will be providing printed copies of the undergraduate catalog.

b. Introduction to resources related to General Education: outcomes and assessment. 

The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools http://www.ncahlc.org/information-for-institutions/resources-for-institutions.html 

The Voluntary System of Accountability Program (VSA) and the College Portrait: http://www.voluntarysystem.org/index.cfm 

Kansas Board of Regents, Strategic Questions and the presentation to the board titled Foresight 2020 http://www.kansasregents.org/5_strategic_questions 

American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U): http://www.aacu.org/ 

General Education and Liberal Learning, Principles of Effective Practice, by Paul L. Gaston

Assessment rubrics of the AAC&U http://www.aacu.org/core_commitments/value.cfm : (examples such as Quantitative Literacy, Critical Thinking, Ethical Reasoning, and Inquiry and Analysis)

Second Meeting: Friday September 10, 1:00-2:30, Clinton Hall Room 203

· Evaluate the KBOR Transfer and Articulation policy and how it is implemented at WSU to determine its impact on WSU’s general education program. Prior to the meeting we would like you to review the following three reports that will be placed on the Senate web site under “Current Topics.”
Transfer and Articulation Agreement of the Kansas Public Community Colleges and State UniversitiesWichita State University General Education Course Data 2007-2010: report prepared by David Wright
Report of the Ad hoc General Education Committee, May 2002 (WSU faculty senate)
Third Meeting: Friday September 24, 1:00-2:30, Clinton Hall Room 203

· Examine the correlation between the general education program goals as stated in the catalogue and the program outcomes.

a. Is this connection clear and consistent?

b. Is there a shared consensus among campus faculty about the purpose of general education?
Student Engagement at WSU: what can we learn from five years of NSSE information: Donna Hawley and Martha Shawver will be giving a presentation on NSSE (National Survey of Student Engagement) data. The powerpoint will be available on the Senate web under “Current Topics.” See also http://nsse.iub.edu/ 

Introduction to the Collegiate Learning Assessment examination results and the alignment between the skills it measures and reporting to the KBOR. See http://www.collegiatelearningassessment.org/ 
Fourth Meeting: Friday October 8, 1:00-2:30, Clinton Hall Room 203

· Assess how the stated administrative expectations to reduce degree program inventory and the size of the general education program will influence the shape and content of WSU’s general education curriculum.

a. In so doing, help determine how the quality of the program can be maintained.

Presentation by Provost Gary Miller

Fifth Meeting: Friday October 22, 1:00-2:30, Clinton Hall Room 203

· Understand the relationship between the general education program and WSU’s professional schools.

