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Summer At WSU

Following finals and graduation, one would expect Wichita
State to be a ghost town during the summer. For some
departments, this may be true. In the department of
Anthropology, graduate students are currently working on
their projects. While other students are on campus continuing
their work-study jobs. The summer semester allows students
to catch up on classes with condensed versions of selected
courses such as ANTH 103 and 327. This month, Dr. Dozier
offered a week-long micro-fossil workshop. In this course,
students were allowed to create their own research projects
and learn how to process pollen and starch in a lab. Also this
month, Wichita State students attended the 4th annual
Etzanoa field school in Ark City, KS. There will be more details
on the field school in the following issue.

by Gracie Tolley 
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with Dr. Crystal Dozier

 

Q&A
Q: What interests you about micro-fossil analysis?

A: We can learn so much from them. The use of

plants by people is an understudied topic in

archaeology.

 

Photo provided by Abby Werth

Q: What is the importance of fermentation and its use

in micro-fossils?

A: Fermentation is an important tool for food preservation

that is found in all societies. The traces of fermentation are

really sparse, so micro-fossils are one tool we can use to

figure out when fermentation was occurring.

 

Q: How is pollen and starch analysis relevant?

A: They provide additional evidence lines for important archaeological questions. This can

range from paleobotany, environmental reconstruction, dietary reconstruction, trade, and

exchange. Micro-fossils can hit on every single aspect of archaeology, which is what makes

them so exciting to study.

Q: How did your workshop intersect with the field school?

A: This workshop was the perfect opportunity to integrate multiple lines of evidence within an

archaeological site. Dr. Blakeslee and the field school are focusing on a larger scale of

archaeology. Using these [micro-fossil] techniques allow us to open a whole new world of

investigation that wouldn’t be available otherwise. It is a great opportunity for students to

learn these micro-level archaeological techniques in the field, as well as, how they relate to

what is being done in the lab. I think this is a step missed by students who are just in a lab

[setting] or only in the field.



Why You Should
 Get A Minor by Holly Herda

     As anthropologists, we’re taught that anthropology is holistic. It’s not just a field, it’s a
perspective (or perspectives), which you can apply to virtually any other field. History,
religion, criminal justice, business—these are just a few options. I've known anthropologists
with minors in all these areas. I myself am a religion minor. Within my specialization as a
cultural anthropologist, I’ve always found myself drawn to religion, ritual, and magic. So, I
thought, why not minor in religion? It would look good on my resume, and fortunately, the
processing of acquiring a minor isn't that difficult at WSU. 
 
      Still, I didn’t anticipate how much I would love it, or how a religion minor would deepen my
appreciation of the anthropological perspective. For example, one of my classes involved in-
depth reading of the Old Testament—no textbook, just my own observations, followed by
discussion with my professor. One day, my professor noted that I was reading the Bible from
an anthropological perspective—focusing on things like genealogies, symbolism, and folkloric
motifs. Because we approached the text from different perspectives, we noticed different
things--for example, I saw a connection between trickster figures and goats, which had never
occurred to my professor. (I'm currently developing this idea in the hopes of potentially
turning it into a paper.) It was fascinating to see how anthropology had affected my
perspective on things--I wanted to learn more. I went to the library and checked
out Anthropology and the Old Testament by J.W. Rogerson. Published in 1979, it is a short but
excellent primer for anyone interested in the history of collaboration between anthropologists
and Biblical scholars. Topics discussed include kinship, social organization, symbolism, and
magic. After reading it, I felt confident that, if I wanted, I could be both an anthropologist and
a Biblical scholar.
         While I still don't know where my academic path

will ultimately lead, I know that an anthropology
degree will provide me with a solid foundation, and
the fact that I explored another area of expertise
along the way has only made me a more well-
rounded individual. After all, anthropologists, owing
to the very nature of our work, cannot and do not
stay in a bubble. We are constantly collaborating with
experts in other fields. Therefore, an interdisciplinary
background will only help the budding
anthropologist--indeed, it's almost a necessity.

Photo provided by Holly Herda
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Anthropology Graduates
2018- 2019 

Jacob Collins
Cambria Haley
Kacie Larsen

Gentry Thiesen

Undergraduates

Madison Bates
Justine Ely

Tiffany Nutter-Trejo
Carissa Speck

Cailyn Trevaskiss
Claire Weatherall

Rachel Wendt

Graduates

Happy Retirement
Dr. Hughes!


