VOLUME 5, NUMBER 2

SPRING 2006

L

WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY

Fairmount College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences

A PUBLICATION FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

Shore named 2005 Kansas
Professor of the Year

Psychology professor Ellie Shore enjoys
teaching, but never thought about achieving
recognition for doing it.Yet her colleagues,
peers and students thought differently,
as did the Carnegie Foundation and the
Council for the Advancement and Support
of Education (CASE).

This past November the two
organizations jointly named Shore the
2005 Kansas Professor of the Year. The
award recognizes professors for their
extraordinary dedication to undergraduate
teaching. Students, faculty and colleagues
write letters in support
of the professor’s

counselor training and her work with the
Kansas Humane Society. On campus, she
is known for nurturing students, using an
engaging teaching style and possessing a
low-key, humble personality.

A modest woman, Shore downplays her
achievement as Professor of the Year, saying,
“We forget what a role chance plays in our
lives.”

However, many individuals recognize
her greatest strength: teaching. Their
confidence underscores that chance had
nothing to do with the award.

Teaching philosophy

nomination.

“Obviously, the award
is an honor. When people
say you're good, it feels
good,”said Shore.

Charlie Burdsal,
professor of psychology
and department chair,
said the department was
thrilled when Shore won.

“We’ve made a real
effort to value teaching,”
he said.”To see one of our
faculty win such an award
validates what we believe
in terms of undergraduate
education.”

Wichita State University
has four Kansas Professors
of the Year, all of whomare
part of Fairmount College.
In addition to Ellie Shore
they include:

« Peer Moore-Jansen,
associate professor of
anthropology, 2002;
Erach Talaty,
professor of chemistry,
1999;

Mel Kahn,
professor of political
science, 1989

Shore believes students
consider the best teachers
to be those who are excited
about their area of study,
easy to communicate with,
and lighthearted in their
approach in the classroom.

“I think it's harder for
students to stay distant if
the teacher is enthusiastic.
[ think where teachers
go wrong is when they
understand a topic at
a higher level but can’t
translate it to a level that
works without dumbing it
down,” she said.”Students

Across the United States, peers
and colleagues nominated almost 400
professors for the 2005 award. The Carnegie
Foundation and CASE selected 40 winners
from the states, Guam and the District of
Columbia. They also selected four national
winners.

In Kansas, Shore is well-known for her
significant contributions to substance-abuse

also like a teacher who isn’t too serious, but
it has to be an appropriate sense of humor,
obviously.”

Students seem to share her philosophy.
In his letter of support for Shore’s
nomination as Professor of the Year,
Dale Autrey wrote,“As a student, I

See Professor, page 4

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Ellie Shore with
dogs Zoom-Zoom
(left) and Dudley.

As a young woman, Ellie Shore
enjoyed literature and going to the
theater in her native New York City.
After completing her bachelor’s degree
she moved to Nebraska to start on a
master’s degree in English. There she
learned about educational psychology
and vocational counseling, and her
educational path turned to psychology.

She has won three WSU awards that
recognize her mentoring and teaching
skills: Cooperative Education Program,
Faculty Advisor of the Year, 2001; Kansas
Regents’ Award for Leadership in the
Advancement of Teaching, 1989; George
A. Lewis Award for Excellence in
Teaching, Fairmount College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, 1985.

In her free time, Shore enjoys weekly
French language lunch meetings, and
gardening, needlework and crocheting.
She and retired WSU professor Dick
Laptad share their home with dogs
Zoom-Zoom and Dudley, and Dave, the
female cat.

Shore earned her bachelor’s degree in
English literature from Brooklyn College.
She earned her master’s in educational
psychology and measurements and her
doctorate in community and clinical
psychology from the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln.
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Professor i from page 1

found her to be one of the most motivating,
encouraging, and stimulating instructors I have
experienced. I found her able to handle difficult
students with unusual grace and flair. In an

era when education seems to be lowering the
standards of excellence, she raises it, demanding
my best, within my abilities.”

Burdsal thinks Shore’s strongest personality
traits contribute to her teaching.

“Ellie is honest and you can trust her. She
doesn’t tell you what you want to hear unless
she believes it,” he said.”She’s really directed
and knows what she wants out of a class.”

Research, learning and service

Shore’s research background in alcohol use
and abuse started when she was in graduate
school and working for the Nebraska Division
of Alcoholism. She became interested in the
issue of prevention—a new concept of the late
1970s—and designed prevention programs. It
became the center issue of her research and
teaching path.

In 1993, the State of Kansas enacted
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legislation requiring substance-abuse
counselors to complete 18 hours of content-
specific coursework for certification. Shore
volunteered to develop the relevant courses

at WSU. In 2004, when the state increased

the certification requirements to include an
associate’s degree with specific coursework, she
worked with the Kansas Addiction Educators
Section and Addictions and Prevention Services
to develop a 29-credit-hour college curriculum.
She developed the extensive and detailed
coursework manual for the program, and AAPS
adopted the manual for use as a guide for all
AAPS-approved universities and community
colleges in Kansas.

Animals play a significant role in Shore’s life,
too. Through a chance encounter with a Kansas
Humane Society volunteer, Shore began a
research and service path that explored reasons
for animal turnover, pet overpopulation and
animal welfare. It was a path she hadn’t planned
to take.

“It really was not so much a love of animals,
but I was drawn into the Humane Society and
their work,” she said.“It is hard work and the
people who do the work deserve a lot of credit.”

Although she enjoys learning from
colleagues, students and animals, her passion for
education is most evident in her own upcoming
commencement ceremony. Shore is completing
a bachelor of arts degree in French in May.

For someone who gives much credence to
chance in life shaping its outcome, one thing
is certain: Ellie Shore makes the most of the
opportunities she’s given.

The Fairmount College newsletter is published
two times a year. For information, contact
Cheryl K. Miller, coordinating editor,

(316) 978-6659 or cheryl.miller@wichita.edu

Donald Beggs, president, Wichita State University
William Bischoff, dean, Fairmount College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences
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