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Thank you for your interest in  
Wichita State Geology Field Camp! 

 
GEOL 640 (Field Geology) is an intense four-week field experience in the Bighorn Basin 
of Wyoming and Montana. This course concentrates on fieldwork in sedimentary and 
metamorphic/igneous rocks ranging from Archean to Pleistocene age in the Laramide 
and thrust-belt provinces of the Cordilleran orogenic belt. The following concepts are 
stressed: describing and analyzing rocks; orienteering with maps and compass; drawing 
maps and cross-sections; map interpretation; topographic mapping techniques; geologic 
mapping techniques; interpretation of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rock 
masses, description, interpretation, and correlation of stratigraphic sections; geomorphic 
evolution of landforms, and spatial and three-dimensional thinking.  
 
The course builds competence and self-confidence in working outdoors, working 
independently, working in groups, drawing inferences and conclusions from evidence, 
and trusting your own judgment and reasoning. 
 
The objectives of field camp are to: 
 

• develop descriptive, analytical and interpretive skills in examining and mapping 
rocks; 

• become proficient in spatial, three-dimensional thinking and conceptualizing; and 
• become competent, self-reliant, and able to routinely function outdoors in 

unfamiliar terrain 
 
The following pages provide an introduction to the field camp, expectations of students 
and application information. Please read the information carefully.  
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Application Instructions 
 
The first step in your application to the Wichita State Field Camp is completed through 
an online form located at http://www.wichita.edu/fieldcamp. The questions asked on this 
form can be found in this information packet.  
 
The online application must be submitted by February 1. Non-WSU students must also 
submit a letter of recommendation by February 1 from a current geology faculty member 
describing your:  

◦ academic capabilities in geology 
◦ ability to work with others 
◦ ability to follow instructions 
◦ ability to cope with the rigors of field work 

 
Upon notification of acceptance into the program, everyone must submit, by March 1, a 
signed agreement form, emergency medical form and pay the deposit, which is 50% of 
the field camp fee. This is non-refundable. See webpage for current fee. Instruction to 
submit payment will be provided once accepted into the program.  
 
Payment of fee does not automatically register you for the class. You must register for 
the course and pay of the tuition for this summer course in early April. 
 
The remaining 50% of the field camp fee is due by May 1. A valid medical note from 
doctor (MD) or certified nurse practitioner (CNP) is also required at this time. This note 
should confirm your physical fitness for full-day hikes at elevations above 6,000 ft 
carrying a ~50-lb backpack. 
 
The table below summarizes the application, payment and registration steps for field 
camp. 
 
Letters of recommendation, participation agreement form, emergency medical care form 
and medical note should be mailed to: 
 
Dr. Will Parcell 
Geology Field School  
Wichita State University  
1845 Fairmount Ave., Box 27 
Wichita, KS 67260 
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PRE-CAMP DEADLINES AND SCHEDULE 

 
The following are due dates for field camp application, registration and payment.  
I encourage you to submit these items before the due dates. 
 

 

ITEM HOW TO SUBMIT DUE DATE 

Student Information Online form February 1 

Medical Questionnaire Online form February 1 

Dietary Information Online form February 1 

Letter of Recommendation (guest students) Mail/Email to Camp Director February 1 

CAMP FEE PAYMENT 1 (50%) myWSU myFinances March 1 

Participation Agreement Form Mail to Camp Director March 1 

Emergency Medical Care Form Mail to Camp Director March 1 

Enroll in GEOL 640 and Pay Tuition myWSU Registration and myFinances early April 

CAMP FEE PAYMENT 2 (remaining 50%) myWSU myFinances May 1 

Medical Note Mail to Camp Director May 1 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
   

Location Information 
 

Where is Field Camp located?  
• Field camp is located in the Bighorn Basin of northern Wyoming and southern 

Montana. We will be based out of Northwest College in Powell, WY and 
Mickelson Field Station. The latter part of the trip will include travels through 
Yellowstone and Teton National Parks.  

What is the Camp Address?  
• 231 West 6th Street, Powell, Wyoming, 82435  

What is the Camp phone number?  
• (800) 560-4692 (NW College Main Campus) 
• (307) 754-6219 (Mickelson Field Station) 

What kind of weather can I expect?  
• The weather in Wyoming is quite variable. The weather may be very hot and dry 

or cool and rainy. It is not uncommon for it to even snow in June. Therefore, you 
will pack for many weather possibilities.  

 
Academic Information 

 
How will I be graded?  

• Your grades will be based on both work completed during camp and after your 
return from the field. See Grading Policies for more information.  

What textbook is required?  
A field geology textbook is required. If you do not have a textbook from a previous Field 
Methods course, I would recommend: 

Compton, Robert, 2016, Geology in the Field, Kindle Edition, Earthspun Books, 
412p. 

What is the schedule of a typical day?  
• ~6:00am: Awake and prepare for day 
• 6:30 - 7:30 am: Breakfast at Northwest College or field station  
• 8:00 am: Leave for fieldwork. The drive to field sites varies between 20 minutes 

and 1 hour.  
• 9:00am - 4:00pm: Field work with sack lunch in the field 
• 5:00 - 6:00pm: Dinner at Northwest College, field station, or campground 
• 7:00 - 8:00pm: evening class or classwork. Review days work, continue projects, 

introduce next field exercise  
• 8:00pm - onwards: time off and sleep. 
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Travel 

 
How do I get to camp? 
• Transportation is provided to and from Wichita, KS and for all exercises in the 

Bighorn Basin and the national parks.  
Do I have to use the provided transportation? 
• During camp, students must use university-sponsored transportation for travel (24-7).  
• Unless directed, there is no personal vehicle use during camp. See policies below. 
• Students may find other means of transportation to and from camp (airline, car, bus, 

etc). Students not using department transportation are responsible for all travel-
related costs to and from camp. The field camp fee is not reduced if transporting self 
to field camp. The field course officially begins at the Northwest College in Powell, 
WY.  

• Students may arrange air travel to the camp via Yellowstone Regional Airport (COD) 
in Cody, WY and departure from camp from Jackson Hole, WY airport (JAC). Please 
note that because of the camp schedule, you will not be flying in and out of the same 
airport. Please coordinate your travels to and from camp with Dr. Parcell. 

Who will be driving university vehicles? 
• Only course instructors and GTAs are allowed to drive university vehicles. See 

policies below. 
How much luggage can I bring?  
• Students should pack their personal belongings into 1 field backpack, 1 duffel bag, 

and 1 sleeping bag and mat. Tents are provided. No external frame rigid packs.  
 

Preparing for Camp 
 
What type of gear should I bring?  
• A complete list of required and recommended gear is attached.  
Do cell phones work at camp?  
• Depending on service provider, cell phones seem to have decent reception in Powell. 

Remote field sites do not have reliable cell reception. Walkie-talkies are provided to 
each group for communication in the field. 

How much spending money should I bring?  
• The amount of money you bring depends on your spending habits. Generally 

students can get by with about $300.  
Should I be concerned about being "in shape" for field camp?  
• Yes! Camp is both physically and emotionally demanding. See Health Information 

below. You are required to submit valid permission from medical doctor (MD) or 
certified nurse practitioner (CNP) confirming physical fitness for full-day hikes at 
elevations above 6,000 ft carrying a ~50-lb backpack. 
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Camp Life 

 
What are accommodations like?  
• Rooms at Northwest College and Field Station are multiple occupancy single-sex 

rooms.  
• Rooms at Mickelson Field Station are 6-person single-sex occupancy 
• You are required to use the lodging facilities that are arranged for field camp.  
• Two-person tents are provided during camping.  
Can I request a cabin mate?  
• You may request a roommate for the rooms, although no guarantees can be made.  
What types of food are offered each day?  
• Northwest College and the field station will provide a variety of meals types for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner. If you have special dietary needs, you must the field 
camp instructor know before camp so campus dining facilities can try to 
accommodate. 

• Food preparation during camping is a group activity. Individuals with special dietary 
needs should individually obtain necessary food during trips to grocery stores during 
camping days. However, because food preparation is a group activity, it is expected 
that all students will participate in meal preparation and cleanup.  

How do I do my laundry?  
• Coin laundry facilities are available at Northwest College and field station.  
Will I have access to computers and email?  
• There is computer and internet access at Northwest College and Mickelson Field 

Station. 
 

Enrollment and Financial Information 
 

How much does field camp cost?  
• We estimate Field Camp Fee to be $2000 (does not include tuition), but may be 

adjusted depending on enrollment, transportation and housing fees. I will let you 
know as soon as I can calculate final costs. 

How do I pay fees and tuition?  
• Tuition and Field Camp Fee are made in two separate payments through your WSU 

student account. This can be accessed and paid online.  
How do I register for the class?  
• After confirming with Dr. Parcell that you are allowed to enroll in the class. 

Registration and payment of tuition for summer courses is usually available starting 
in early April, see the university website http://webs.wichita.edu/?u= 
REGISTRAR&p=/registration/ for summer registration instructions.  

• Non-WSU students will need to apply to WSU as a non-degree undergraduate 
“College Guest.” Once admitted to the university, you will be assigned a student ID 
and you will be able to submit payment of the field fee. 

When are payments due?  
• See schedule and due dates at beginning of application packet. 
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Health Information 

 
What health concerns should I know about?  
• Field camp involves strenuous hiking and physical activity at high elevations and low 

humidity. You will feel the effects of higher altitudes (>6000 ft) during your first days 
at field camp. 

• Limited access to specific medical and dietary needs. Be sure to bring and pack daily 
needed food and medicine. 

• There are times in the field that we may be far from a hospital. Over an hour away is 
not uncommon for certain field sites. 

What are the fitness and health requirements?  
• You must be in good cardiovascular condition!  
• Health insurance is required. 
• If you have a history of cardiac or pulmonary problems, physical, emotional, or 

mental disabilities you must inform the field camp instructor. Field camp is physically 
and emotionally demanding. 

• You are required to submit valid permission from medical doctor (MD) or certified 
nurse practitioner (CNP) confirming physical fitness for full-day hikes at elevations 
above 6,000 ft carrying a ~50-lb backpack. 

• We will be conducting field exercises, including hiking, off trail and at high elevations 
(>6000ft). Field days are long and your performance will be affected if you cannot 
cover the field project areas. 

• Students in good physical condition are able to complete the course without difficulty. 
Students in poor physical health or condition will have a difficult time completing the 
field exercises. 

• Smoking during fieldwork is strongly discouraged. It will diminish your ability to hike, 
climb, and perform field activities that demand an increased level of oxygen 
processing. All the more difficult at higher elevations! 

 
 

Policies and Responsibilities 
 
Remember that at all times you will be a representative of Wichita State University, the 
Geology Department and our field camp program. You are also a member of a larger 
group, many of them strangers, who will be living in close quarters for a month. 
Administering the camp requires maintaining an efficient but flexible work environment. 
There is no room for behavior that is disruptive to camp academics, logistics and 
individual and group safety. Contributing to disruptive behavior is a selfish act and will 
diminish teaching time and camp experiences for the rest of the group. 
 
You will follow and abide by the camp policies and travel arrangements. You will comply 
with the behavioral standards stated before and during camp. If you do not abide by 
camp policies and standards, at Dr. Parcell’s discretion, you will be sent home at your 
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expense and all course and related trip expenses will be forfeited. Particular policies 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
• Alcohol/Drugs: There is a ban on use of drugs throughout camp. There is a ban on 

the use of alcohol during the working day. The "working day“ is defined as the time 
from sunrise to arrival at the night's lodging. There are no open containers of 
alcoholic beverages allowed at any time in the university-sponsored vehicles.  
 
 

• Harassment: Offensive, belittling or threatening behavior by students will not be 
tolerated. Harassing behavior in public, private, online, social media, and anonymous 
postings are unacceptable. Behavior including sexual, racial, or religious harassment 
and bullying will be grounds for expulsion from camp. Do not be involved in activities 
or put yourself in situations that may be interpreted by others as offensive, unwanted, 
belittling or threatening. 

 
 
• Plagiarism: There is a requirement that you do your own work, and that you not copy 

or use other’s academic work as your own (ie. plagiarism). Other’s work includes 
online sources, books, as well as fellow student’s efforts. 

 
 
• Vehicles and Transport: All travel during field camp must be with university-

sponsored transport. Use of personal vehicles during field camp is prohibited without 
permission from the instructor. “Personal vehicles” include your own, a friend’s, or a 
stranger’s vehicle (e.g. hitchhiking). If you miss a morning departure for the field, you 
miss the day’s work. University policy states that sponsored vehicles can only be 
driven by a GTA or instructor. If you bring your vehicle, its use is limited to driving 
between lodging sites with the entire group. This means that once we get to camp 
and or campsite you park and leave your car until we move to the next lodging 
location.  

 
 
• Local Rules: You will abide by the local rules of the place we are staying, wherever 

that may be and whatever those rules may be. We are not above the law, at any time 
or at any place. 
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WICHITA STATE GEOLOGY FIELD CAMP (GEOL 640) 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 

(all required unless marked as optional) 
 

1. Required field equipment and supplies 
 

Field Gear & 
Clothing Item Name 

Rational Suggested 
Brands  

Hints 
DO/DONT'S 

Hiking Boots (leather 
preferable) 

Sturdy boots are 
extremely important. 
We recommend full 
leather boots. Your foot 
can get punctured with 
some of the 'pear 
cactus' that are 
abundant in the field.  
There are also 
rattlesnakes in the 
field.  Leather boots 
can provide some 
protection for your feet 
and ankles.   

Leather hiking 
boots examples 
include Vasque, 
Danner, some 
boots from 
Cabela's, etc 

DO NOT BRING: 
-fabric upper boots 
-cowboy boots 
 
It is imperative that you 
have “broken in” your 
boots before field camp. 
Wear them out for weeks 
or months before camp. 
Otherwise, you will get 
painful blisters during 
camp. 
 

Backpack with waist 
belt and chest 
harness 

You will carry your 
water, food, rain gear, 
supplies, first aid kit, 
toilet paper, napkins, 
and anything else you 
need to bring with you 
everyday.  It is 
essential to get fitted 
for a high-quality pack 
that can endure being 
tossed around all day.   
 

Osprey, 
NorthFace, REI, 
etc 

NO EXTERNAL METAL 
FRAME PACKS  
 
Soft packs only with 
following features to 
distribute weight: 
- integrated waist belt  
- chest harness 
 
 

Belt Separate belt from 
clothing for attaching 
your compass, pouch, 
knife, etc. around your 
waist. 

 Separate from your 
clothing belt that holds up 
your pants. Makes it easy 
on and off, carry and 
keeps the equipment 
together. 

Canteen (2x) or water 
bladder 

You will want two water 
bottles/canteens or one 
water bladder. You can 
fill them w/ ice and 
water in the morning so 

Nalgene bottles, 
Camelbacks, etc. 
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Field Gear & 
Clothing Item Name 

Rational Suggested 
Brands  

Hints 
DO/DONT'S 

that they will remain 
cool all day.  You must 
stay hydrated all day.  

Field notebook pouch To hold your field 
notebook, pencils, 
pens, HCl, eraser, 
ruler, protractor, etc 

  

Camera 
(recommended) 

To take pictures of … 
well … everything 

 You’ll want pictures of the 
trip, so don’t miss out. 

Field notebook You need a field 
notebook for your field 
week and notes during 
the field/ road trip.   

Rite-in-the-Rain or 
similar 

Helpful if it is a waterproof 
notebook.  The geological 
version has helpful tables 
in the back. 

First-aid kit You will likely fall, slide, 
bruise, cut, etc. while in 
the field.  You could be 
bitten by a snake.  
Make sure to add all 
your medicine 
(allergies, asthma, etc.) 
to your kit in the event 
you become sick in the 
field.  It could take you 
hours to get back to the 
hospital in Cody. 

 Add anything you want to 
a pre-packaged kit.  You 
can even make your own! 

Fleece Fleece will not lose its 
warming properties 
when wet (like wool 
and other materials).  
Coupled w/ a rain coat, 
the fleece is a great 
winter coat alternative. 

North Face, REI, 
Mountain 
Hardware, 
Patagonia, etc. 

 

Gloves and winter hat Keep water and wind 
off of your hands and 
head. Remember, you 
will be taking notes 
outside, so get gloves 
that you can write with 
and that are water 
resistant. 

Mountain 
Hardware, REI 

None 

Hand lens (10x) 
and lanyard 

I hope this is obvious!  You will affix the lens to a 
cord (lanyard) to wear 
around your neck so that 
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Field Gear & 
Clothing Item Name 

Rational Suggested 
Brands  

Hints 
DO/DONT'S 
it is quickly and easily 
accessible.  

Field pants and shorts The weather in late 
May and early June is 
variable, so you will 
want both pants and 
shorts for the field.  
 

Many brands out 
there. 

Jeans or khakis.   

Socks You will put on two pair 
of high-ankle socks 
each day in the field. 
You will get blisters if 
you wear only one pair. 

Many brands out 
there. 

I find that simply two pair 
of athletic socks do the 
trick. Others prefer wool 
socks and a sock liner. 

Hydrochloric acid 
(provided by camp) 

To tell carbonates from 
other rocks in the field 

  

Rain jacket Keeps rain and wind off 
your body.  You can 
put this over your 
fleece to protect you 
from intense wind and 
cold.  

Many brands  You won’t have space to 
bring a bulky winter coat, 
so layer!  

Rain pants Keeps rain and wind off 
your body.  You will be 
walking all day.  If your 
pants get wet, you 
could get seriously 
chaffed.  These will 
also keep you warm in 
high, cold winds. 

Cabelas, Mountain 
Hardware, 
Marmot; 
 

The cheap solution is a 
trash bag around your 
waist.  
 
Embrace your new style! 
Only the other campers 
and the jackalopes will 
notice. 

Rock hammer Yup. A hammer….  Estwing etc There are two tip styles 
for hammers: chisel and 
point. Either is fine and 
will work for camp. 

Rock hammer holder 
for belt (above) 

To carry hammer and 
leave your hands free 
to hold onto the cliff 
and not fall off. 

  

Rubber bands Get big, thick, wide 
rubber bands.  You will 
need these to secure 
your map and notes to 
your plexiglass 

Office Depot, etc Make sure to secure your 
map! You don't want to 
have to start your map all 
over again in the middle 
of the project. 
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Field Gear & 
Clothing Item Name 

Rational Suggested 
Brands  

Hints 
DO/DONT'S 

mapboard. 
Sandals 
 

For the showers at NW 
College. 

Cheap!  

Hat (wide brim 
recommended) 

Protect your scalp and 
hair from the sun.  
Either a tie-down hat or 
a baseball cap will 
work.  This also keeps 
the bright sun off of 
your face.  The wider 
the brim, the better off 
you will be in the bright, 
hot sun towards the 
end of field camp. 

Many Bring a hat! 
Light color that won't 
absorb the sun's rays. 

Bandana To cover face in wind 
and back of neck on 
sunny days 

 Very handy 
There is a reason the 
cowboys used them! 

Sunglasses To protect your eyes 
from intense sun and 
wind.  I wore mine 
everyday. 

Many Wear a hat (see above) 

Sunscreen – 
waterproof 

Given the elevation 
and thin air, it is very 
easy to get burned.  

 High SPF! You are not 
here to get a beautiful 
tan...you won't! You 
DON'T want to burn. 

Watch and alarm 
clock 

You’ll need this to tell 
the time to ensure you 
get up in the mornings 
and make all your 
destinations on time. 

Many Repeat – an alarm clock!! 

Lip balm/ 
chapstick 

The Wyoming sun and 
wind will do a number 
on your lips. Keep 
them lathered up or 
you will be suffering 
chapped lips 

Many  
-some brands offer 
sun protection 

 

Bear spray Bears and wolves. Two 
mapping areas are 
occupied by bears and 
wolves.  

UDAP #12 HP 
Bear Spray at 
Cabela's and other 
sport's stores. 
 
 

Don't expect to use it, but 
better to have it for the 
unexpected! Spray is your 
best last defense against 
a charging bear. 

Insect repellent BUGS!   
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2. Required Mapping Supplies 
 
The following are required mapping supplies that you will use both in the field and in the 
dorm. 
 

Mapping Item 
Name 

Why you need it! Suggested 
Retailer/Brands 

Helpful Hint 

Colored pencil set 
(get largest 
available) 

Your map is graded 
on both accuracy 
and aesthetics.  You 
need as many reds, 
blues, greens, and 
yellows as you can 
get.   

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

Get Prismacolor pencils 
Use the rubber bands to 
keep your pencils 
together by color type. 

Mechanical pencils You need these to 
draw on your map.  
Get something that is 
very easy to erase.  
You don’t want to 
damage your map.  
Get a few different 
hardnesses of lead. 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

Mechanical pencils don't 
require a sharpener 

Small plastic pencil 
sharpener 

To sharpen your 
colored pencils as 
needed. 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

 

Clear plastic 
protractor 

To ensure the strikes 
you measure in the 
field will point the 
right way on your 
map as you draft 
them, and to 
accurately show dip 
angles. 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

Helpful if it is clear (to see 
what is underneath) 

Rapidograph-style 
pens (black 
equivalent of 1, 0, 
and 00) that contain 
high-quality India ink 

You will use the 
black pens (very 
fine) to draw your 
map lines, unit 
names, and 
strike/dip symbols.  
The lone red pen is 
used for faults.  The 
lone blue pen is for 
fold symbols (I also 
used my blue pen for 
the report.) 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

You don’t have to buy 
Rapidograph pens.  Just 
an equivalent to save 
money.   
 
Copic pens sizes 0.3, 
0.35 and 0.5 are 
equivalents to the 
rapidograph pens. 
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Mapping Item 
Name 

Why you need it! Suggested 
Retailer/Brands 

Helpful Hint 

Rulers (flat, either 
with both mm and 
inches) or one of 
each 

You will need a 
straight edge for 
drawing purposes.  
You will need a ruler 
to help draft your 
profile plane portion 
of your cross section. 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

 

Triangular 
“engineers” 
scale/ruler 

For mapping 
projects.  

 NOT Architect's scale 

Vinyl eraser Get a good eraser to 
remove all lead from 
your map after you 
have inked it.  Same 
for your cross 
section. 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

Rectangle eraser (such as 
Staedtler) 

White out fluid You will make 
mistakes when you 
ink and label your 
map, especially if 
you’re up all night 
trying to cram.  Make 
sure to have this! 

Hobby Lobby, Office 
Depot, OfficeMax, art 
supply store 

The white out with the pen 
tip is the best. 

Calculator For calculations in 
the field and at base 
camp 

  

 
 
3.  Supplies for Camping, Dorm Life and Time Off 
 
The table below lists items you’ll need for the dorm, the road trip and camping.   
DO NOT BRING TENT unless directed. Two-person tents will be provided by the camp. 
 

Camping Item 
Name 

Rational Suggested 
Retailer/Brands 

Helpful Hints 

Dunk bag with 
utensils: 
( knife, fork, spoon,  
bowl, plate, and  
drinking cup. ) 

Plates, bowl, cup and 
utensils for camping 
meals. Dunk or 
lingerie bag large 
enough for plates and 
utensils. Each person 
maintains their own 
dishware for camping  

 Small mesh laundry or 
lingerie bag with zipper 
works great to keep 
dishware together and let 
dry after wash. 
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Camping Item 
Name 

Rational Suggested 
Retailer/Brands 

Helpful Hints 

Cell phone 
(suggested) 
 

Cell reception is ok in 
Powell.   

 Think hard about taking 
your phone into the field – 
do you want to risk 
loosing it? Up to you. 

Money – cash, 
debit, ATM, and/or 
credit card 

For showers at the 
national parks, 
souvenirs and 
evening activities 
(~$300).    Plus you’ll 
probably want to buy 
souvenirs.  Make 
sure to have plenty of 
spare money on you. 

  

Pillow (suggested) The dorms have 
flimsy, cheap pillows.  
Either use those or 
bring your own. 

  

MP3, music player 
and headphones 
(suggestion) 

It’s always good to 
have music while 
camping.  

 For personal and small 
group. I don't want loud 
music from radios filtering 
down the dorm halls or at 
camp. 

Sleeping bag  A mummy-style bag 
is best.  Get one 
rated to at least 20 
degrees F.  The 
mummy bag will keep 
cold air off your face 
and protect against 
drafts.  These pack 
much tighter & lighter 
than rectangular 
bags. 

Cabela's, Gander 
Mountain, etc 

Do NOT get a down bag.  
Once wet, down loses all 
of its warming properties, 
and you will freeze. Get a 
synthetic fill bag. 

Sleeping pad The pad will make 
sleeping easier on 
rocks under your tent. 
The ground will suck 
all heat out of your 
body.  Make sure to 
buy a water resistant/ 
proof pad.  

Cabela's, Gander 
Mountain, Thermarest, 
etc 

None 

Toiletries Bring your shampoo, 
moisturizer (body and 
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Camping Item 
Name 

Rational Suggested 
Retailer/Brands 

Helpful Hints 

lips), sunscreen, your 
medicine, your toilet 
paper, and anything 
else you may need 
for a long road trip. 

Towels You won't have a 
shower every day 
(especially when 
camping). Make sure 
to either bring towels 
or a camping towel 
for those days you 
do. 

  

Hacky sack, 
frisbee, etc 
(suggestion) 

Blow off steam.   
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
WHILE PARTICIPATING IN FIELD CAMP 

 
 

OBLIGATIONS: 
Remember at all times that you are representatives of Wichita State University, your 
Geology Department and this Field Camp. Running a field-camp program relies on 
continuing to build credibility and a good reputation with the people and organizations we 
deal with. YOU are the ones who actually build or destroy that reputation. We expect all 
students to exhibit responsible behavior, such as:  
 

• respecting lodging, hotels, and university property, 
• respecting rules for camp and lodging  
• respecting fences and private property,  
• respecting fellow students and staff 
• being courteous at campsites,  
• public behavior out and about in towns 
• keeping music and voice volumes reasonably low,  
• packing your trash,  
• observing speed limits 
• being on time for daily departures  
• taking your turn helping the group: preparing meals, etc. 

 
We expect you to participate fully in setting up and breaking camp when we are 
traveling. When camping, you are first responsible for personal belongings and bedroll, 
then tent, then helping load the food and bags, and finally police the campsite. With a 
large group, complete chaos can easily result unless everyone pitches in. 
 
PATIENCE, TOLERANCE AND ATTITUDE: 
Patience, tolerance and a good attitude are the keys to a successful and pleasant camp. 
Each of us must realize that we will be living, eating, traveling, working, relaxing and 
getting uptight together, in close quarters, for four weeks, non-stop. We must all get 
along for the entire time if we are to maintain a constructive, relaxed association. 
 
We must all develop a good attitude, perseverance, tolerance, patience, self-reliance, 
self-confidence, and flexibility. It is a large part of what field camp is all about 
 
Field camp is at the mercy of:  

• unknown and unpredictable 
forces such as the weather,  

• mechanical breakdowns,  
• new outcrops,  
• road closures,  
• unexpected events,  

 

and, yes, we will occasionally:  
• eat too late for your tastes,  
• wait too long between pit stops,  
• arrive too late,  
• get up too early,  
• change plans without consulting 

you.  



	

19	

The unexpected is bound to happen;  
it is the rule rather than the exception.  

 
If you learn to adapt, to accept these small setbacks and occasional disappointments 
graciously, your life will run a lot smoother and your anxiety levels will remain 
controllably low. 
 
IN OTHER WORDS...... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMOTIONS, BEHAVIOR AND GROUP MORALE 
 
Field camp in an intense experience, and emotions generally run high, especially at first. 
You are to behave as a member of the group, participating in and looking out for the 
group's morale and welfare. Always consider how your actions will reflect on the group 
as well as yourself. We are trying to maintain our established credibility and good 
reputation with the people and organizations we deal with; you are the people who will 
actually build or destroy that reputation. I expect you to exhibit responsible behavior at all 
times. 
 
Group morale is a fragile thing, and can be destroyed too easily by complaining and 
whining. You don't have to like field camp, but you have to take it seriously.  Don't go 
public with your complaining; if you need an audience seek out your instructor or favorite 
TA. Nothing destroys group morale and makes camp more trying for everyone than 
constant whining. If you're going to complain the whole summer, then don't come. 
Find another field camp! 
 
ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY: 
You are expected to complete every part of every exercise. If, for medical reasons, you 
feel unable to work, you must notify me before we leave for the field (or, during the day, 
when the problem becomes insurmountable). Otherwise, you will be held accountable for 
the day's work.  
 
Unless otherwise directed, all exercises must be completed in the field and will be 
collected each day as we leave the field. Grading of exercises will include evaluation of 
accuracy, graphics, neatness, as well as a peer evaluation of teamwork and partner 
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safety. Map sheets and field notebooks are open for inspection by the instructor or the 
teaching assistants at any time of day in the field and at night in the dorm or in camp.  
We will check for compliance of the following requirements: 
 

• drawing all map lines and putting other data on the map as you collect it; 
• recording all individually and/or jointly gathered data in your notebook as you 

collect it; 
• timeliness and completeness of your map and notebook. 

 
PARTNER OBLIGATIONS AND RULES: 
You will never be out of sight of another person when in the field; you will never 
intentionally be left alone. You will almost always have a partner during the day in the 
field. This is for both safety reasons and academic reasons. Most of the time you will be 
in pairs, but sometimes there will be groups of three or four.  
 

YOU HAVE HIKING PARTNERS, 
YOU DO NOT HAVE PROJECT PARTNERS 

 
When you're hiking, you can talk about the geology, discuss geologic ideas, discuss 
models, and cooperate all you want. But cooperation stops with discussion; you must 
develop your own map. You must draw your own map lines, put your own information on 
the map, take your own strike and dip, etc. 
 
I expect you to strictly follow the spirit of the following guidelines: 
 
1. You have a moral obligation to look out for your PARTNER’S WELFARE  

Stay with your partner. Never intentionally split up. Regardless of how you feel 
about him or her. NEVER CONSIDER IT SAFE TO SPLIT. Even though you 
could cover both sides of the valley if you split up, don't; stay reasonably close 
together. At least be within talking distance and within visual range. NEVER GET 
OUT OF SPEAKING RANGE OF YOUR PARTNER. EVER. You will be 
penalized if your hiking group is found separated from each other in the field. 
 
The only time it's OK to split up is if there has been an incapacitating injury. 
Then, and only then, should the mobile partner should leave to get help.  

 
2. DURING THE HIKE:  

It's OK to discuss the geology and the exercise with your partner during the day, 
while hiking. You both need someone to bounce your ideas off, to try out your 
explanations on, and generally talk to. We are all for cooperative scientific 
thinking. But don't automatically believe everything your partner says. Trust your 
own judgment; trust your own ideas; they're probably just as right as ‘your 
partner's. Agree to disagree. The goal is WHAT’S RIGHT, NOT WHO’S RIGHT.  
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During the day it is NOT OK to copy off your partner's map or take his/her 
information. That's equivalent to plagiarism. Get your own information, draw your 
own contact lines, do your own thinking.  

 
 
3. IN THE DORM/HOTEL: 

At night, in the dorm, DO YOUR OWN WORK (unless it's a team project). Your 
hiking partner ceased to be your partner when the hike ended. You have hiking 
partners you do not have exercise partners.  It's easy to tell when you have not 
done your own work. 
 

4. DON'T HIKE IN HERDS.  
Herd-hiking is not acceptable – even if your good friends are in another group. 
Herd-hiking is not intellectually honest. The herd will evolve so there is one 
leader/chief thinker, and the rest will be followers/drones who don't think or do 
any real individual work. Hike with your partner, and when appropriate, set your 
own course for the day.  
 

  



	

22	

COURSE GRADING 
(Tentative as of 10/01/2016) 
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Wichita State Geology Field Camp 
2017  

 
Application Form 

(may also be submitted online) 
 
Application should reach us by February 1. 
 
Personal Details 
 
First name: ...................................................  Family name: .................................................... 
 
Date of birth (MM/DD/YY): .............................................................. 
 
Present Address 
 
Street: ............................................................... 
 
City: .............................................................. 
 
State: .............................................................. 
 
Zip: .............................................................. 
 
Country: .......................................................... 
 
Phone: ............................................................. 
 
Email: .............................................................. 

 
Permanent address 
 
Street: .............................................................. 
 
City: .............................................................. 
 
State: .............................................................. 
 
Zip: .............................................................. 
 
Country: ........................................................ 
 
Phone: ........................................................... 
 

 
University or College Details 
 
University or College: ................................................ Graduation:  Semester ......... Year ........ 
 
Cumulative Grade Point Average: .............................  
 
Does your department offer their own field camp?   !  Yes   !  No 
If yes, why are you interested in Wichita State’s camp?  
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Mark coursework you will have completed successfully (grade of C or better) by field camp: 
 
!  Historical Geology (letter grade _____) 
!  Mineralogy (letter grade _____) 
!  Petrology (letter grade _____) 
!  Sedimentology (letter grade _____) 

   !  Field Mapping (letter grade _____) 
   !  Structural Geology (letter grade _____) 
   !  Stratigraphy (letter grade _____) 



	

24	

MEDICAL SAFETY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: This information is for your safety during camp. It is held strictly confidential! 
 
Name: .............................................................. 
 
Student ID (if current WSU student): .............................................................. 
 
 
Please mark boxes as appropriate:  
 
To your knowledge, are you allergic to bee stings?    ! YES !  NO 
 
Have you ever suffered from heat exhaustion or heatstroke?   !  YES !  NO 
 
Do you have a history of asthma?        !  YES !  NO 
 
Are you currently taking medication for asthma      !  YES !  NO 
 
Do you have any other medical problems       !  YES !  NO 
(diabetes, epilepsy, cardiovascular issues, etc.) that may  
interfere in your ability to do rigorous fieldwork? 
If so, please explain here or on back of page. 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Will you be taking any illness-related  
prescription medications during field camp?       !  YES !  NO 
If so, please list them here or on back of page: 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Please read the following statement, and sign below: 
You must submit valid permission by May 1 from medical doctor (MD) or certified nurse 
practitioner (CNP) confirming physical fitness for full-day hikes at elevations above 6,000 ft 
carrying a ~50-lb backpack. 
 
I have answered these questions truthfully and to the best of my knowledge, and have provided 
the Field Camp instructor with medical information that might be crucial to my safety. I understand 
that I am responsible for bringing with me all the medication I might need for the duration of the 
course and for using that medication appropriately. 
 
Signature: ............................................................................ Date: .......................................... 
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STUDENT DIETARY INFORMATION  
 
Name: …............................................................................................................................................ 
 
Gender:    ! Female   ! Male 
 
Known food allergies or medical dietary issues: 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL PLANS TO/FROM FIELD CAMP 
 
Please indicate how you intend to travel to/from Field Camp in Wyoming.  The department 
vehicles will leave from Wichita.  
 
My current travel plans are: 
 
! Travel in department vehicles to and from Wichita, KS. Leaving and returning to Wichita 
State campus 
 
! Fly into Cody, WY and fly out of Jackson Hole, WY  
 
! Other: ………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Whatever you plans, please coordinate with Dr. Parcell!  
We are aware plans may change, but please inform me as soon as possible so that any 
necessary arrangements can be made.  
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Submit the following signed forms by March 1 to: 
 

Dr. Will Parcell 
Geology Field School 

Wichita State University 
1845 Fairmount Ave., Box 27 

Wichita, KS 67260 
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PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FORM 
 
I, _______________________________________, hereby agree that, as a student at Wichita 

State University, enrolled in the course entitled Field Geology (GEOL 640), I fully understand the 

course requirements as explained by the instructor, which involve outdoor field studies during the 

Summer 2016 term.  In consideration of my participation, I agree to cooperate with the group 

travel arrangements as specified for this trip.  Furthermore, I agree to comply with the behavioral 

standards stated by Professor Parcell.  I understand and agree that if I do not comply with these 

standards, Professor Parcell has the right to send me home at my expense and that all course 

expenses, and related trip expenses, will be forfeited. If I utilize group funds for any personal 

reason, I shall reimburse Wichita State University for such amount in full. 

 

In addition to the above, I understand and agree that neither Wichita State University, nor any of 

its employees, assumes any responsibility in case of accident, loss, injury, or damage to me or 

my property. Being fully informed and advised of the dangers and risks of field travel and studies, 

I voluntarily and in consideration of my participation agree to forever discharge Wichita State 

University, its agents, servants, employees, and representatives from any and all claims, 

demands, losses, damages, costs and expenses for injury to me, or my property, arising in any 

manner out of the my travels during the Summer 2016 term.  

             
Student  
Signature: ...................................................... Date of birth:............................................... 
 
Date: ............................................... 
 
 
Please initial below: 
 
______ I will enroll in WSU student for Field Geology (GEOL 640). 
 
 
______  I certify that I have regular medical insurance that will cover emergency care.  
 

Company and Policy Number (for use in case of emergency):  
 
.............................................................. 
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EMERGENCY CONTACT AND AUTHORIZATION 
FOR CONSENT TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE 

 
In case of an emergency, please contact: 
 
Name: ...............................................    Relationship: ............................................... 
 
Phone Numbers:  
 
Home #: .................................................... 
 
Business #:  ............................................... 
 
Cell #:  ...................................................... 
 
 
 
 


