
 
Philosophy 125: Introductory Logic 

Fall 2021  
• Instructor: Dr. Robert Feleppa 
• Department: Philosophy 
• Office Location: Fiske Hall 116 (Department office:  Fiske 110) 
• Telephone: 316 978 3125  
• Email: robert.feleppa@wichita.edu 
• Preferred Method of Contact: email 
• Office Hours: MW 2:30-4 PM, TuTh 4-5 PM 
• Classroom Day/Time: CRN 14226 TuTh 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM  Lindquist Hall 100 

      CRN 14241 TuTh   2:00 PM - 3:15 PM  Geology Building 101 
How to use this syllabus  
This syllabus provides you with information specific to this course, and it also provides 
information about important university policies.  This document should be viewed as a 
course overview; it is not a contract and is subject to change as the semester evolves.   
Any necessary changes will be posted on BlackBoard.   

Course Description  
General education humanities course. Deals with the uses of logical concepts and 
techniques to evaluate and criticize reasoning. Studies some elementary systems of 
formal logic. Arguments evaluated are drawn from such diverse fields as law, science,  
politics, religion and advertising. 

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes  
The main goal of this course is to learn reasoning techniques in order to improve your ability to 
understand, criticize, and evaluate arguments.  A variety of methods will be used and arguments 
used in everyday contexts will be discussed.   By the end of the course you should find that you 
are able to apply what you have learned to reasoning in other courses and in  
many situations in daily life, such as  
 *intelligent critical evaluation of research, 
 *productive engagement in philosophical, political and ethical discussion,  
 *constructive appraisal of factual and editorial reading material.   
It is also an extremely useful course in preparing you for taking standardized entrance exams  
for graduate programs, law schools and other professional schools.   

The course emphasizes development of reasoning skills.  You will be expected to learn specific 
methods of evaluation, but you will also be expected to improve your ordinary reasoning abilities 
by learning these methods.  Thus exams will test your ability to use specific methods of analysis, 
but also to evaluate reasoning quickly and efficiently.  In order to develop these skills, it is 
important to do the regularly assigned exercises, both graded and ungraded, and to keep up 
with the class.  This material should be learned gradually:  last-minute cramming tends  
to be both futile and unpleasant.   

Required Textbook   
Logic: An Introduction to Its Elements, 8th edition, revised 2005, by Soles, Feleppa, Rogers,  
and Nickel.  It is sold in the Bookstore and designed to be put in a loose-leaf notebook. 

Other Readings 
Supplemental notes and exercises, distributed in class and posted on BlackBoard.  



 
 
Class Protocol 
This course aims mainly at developing reasoning skills, and relies primarily on problem-
solving exercises to achieve this goal.  The best way to absorb the material, even when  
it requires memorization of definitions and rules, is to practice doing assigned problems.  
Also, these skills are best developed and improved gradually, and thus, as emphasized 
above, it is important to keep up with assignments and attend class regularly.   Don’t put 
off doing homework, whether text-exercises or hand-in graded assignments.  If you must 
miss class, find out what you missed as soon as possible.    Most of the exercises you 
will do are in the text.  Since they are answered in the back of the text they are not 
graded.  It is extremely important to do these exercises.  Do not skip them because they 
aren’t graded.  There will also be problems on practice exercises to be done in class. 
Disruption and absence can result in administrative withdrawal from the class.  Disruptive 
behavior includes, but is not limited to the following:   interruptions of faculty and students in 
class, various signs of disrespect such as carrying on conversations with neighbors during 
class, reading of non-class materials, texting, phone conversations, e-mailing, doing work 
for other classes, rudeness toward faculty or students in class, and repeated lateness or 
early departure from class.  (Please inform me in advance if must  leave early.)   

As this is a hybrid class, you will have opportunities to participate both in person and online.  
In addition to regular class meetings (during which about half of the class will be physically 
present and the other half online) there will be smaller Zoom meetings scheduled.  Also, 
please avail yourselves of various means of communication and participation.  If you find it 
difficult to participate in a regular meeting when you are online, please text your questions, 
or send them by email.  You should regularly check BlackBoard announcements (which will 
also be transmitted by email) regularly for announcements regarding changes in schedule 
and the posting of new supplemental materials. 

Contact Policy  
Although you may attempt to reach me by phone, email communication is always preferred. 
Feel free to email me any questions or concerns following these guidelines:  

• Always use the course name in the subject line of the email 
• Remember to sign your name. 
• Always email me from your WSU email address. Email sent from personal email 

servers like Gmail, Yahoo, etc., have a tendency to end up in my spam folder, and I 
never see them. You may also email me through Blackboard via the Email My 
Instructor tab.  

• You should NOT contact me for tech support.  
o Any technical problems involving your computer, or issues regarding file 

uploading or sharing, should go through the OneStop. You can contact them 
at 316-978-3909. You can also fill out a request for help form at their website. 

o However, if you have a problem with access or uploading assignments, you 
should let me know before your assignment is due. You will also have to 
accompany this notification with the file in question, so I can verify that it is  
completed by the due date/time. 
 

Response Time   
To Email and Ask My Instructor Questions: within two hours, unless sent late at night. 
Feedback on Assignments: by or before the next class meeting after assignments are due.  

http://wichita.edusupportcenter.com/sims/helpcenter/common/layout/GuidedHelp.seam?cstepPk=186081&inst_name=wsu_onestop&actionMethod=helpcenter%2Fcommon%2Flayout%2FSelfHelpHome.xhtml%3AshpGuidedHelpManager.selectAndInitChildKB%28%29&cid=129286


Grading Scale  
WSU uses a +/- grading scale for final grades and to calculate grade point averages. In this 
class, grades are assigned according to the following scale. (Other classes might assign  
grades differently: Be sure to understand the different grading scales in all of your classes.)  
   Average  
    A:  93 and above  B+: 87-89.9  C+: 77-79.9  D+: 67-69.9 
    A-: 90-92.9  B:   83-86.9  C:   73-76.9  D:   63-66.9 
    B-:  80-82.9  C-:  70-72.9  D-:  60-62.9 
   Total points (400) 
     A:   at least 372  B+: at least 348 C+: at least 308 D+: at least 268 
     A-:  at least 360    B:   at least 332  C:   at least 292  D:   at least 252 
    B-:  at least 320  C-:  at least 280 D-:  at least 240 
 
Assignments 
There will be four 100-point exams.  Only the top three exam scores will be counted toward 
the final grade. (You may also skip any exam.)   

There will also be graded homework assigned on a regular basis. There will be twelve graded 
assignments, of which only the top ten scores will be counted. (Graded assignments will 
always be distributed/posted separately on pages labeled “graded assignment”. (You may skip 
assignments.)  Note:  Please don’t confuse them with textbook or supplemental exercises. 
Graded assignments will be posted on BlackBoard and must be submitted by email by the 
date indicated in the assignment schedule.   

Thus the final grade will be based on an aggregate total of 400 points: 300 in exams and 100 
in graded assignments.   
 
Late Assignments 
Depending on the nature of the excuse given, late homework may be penalized.    The 
latest any homework will be accepted is the day prior to the day graded assignments 
and/or answers are posted.   
 
Being absent from a class when an assignment is distributed or due does not justify 
lateness.  If you miss a class in which a graded assignment is distributed, download it  
from BlackBoard and turn it in on time.   

Missed Assignments and Exams   
Make-up exams may be penalized, depending on the nature of the excuse for missing it.  
Documented excuses and advance warning are strongly preferred.  Make-up homework 
assignments will be allowed only in exceptional circumstances (such as documented  
illness, University or military commitments, etc.).   
Extra Credit  
Extra credit will be granted for active participation in classroom activities, such as 
responding to questions, participating in classroom discussion, participation in group 
discussions of problems, and writing answers to exercises on the classroom black board.  
Also, occasional extra-credit assignments will be posted.  Credit may also be given for 
excellent homework scores not counted in the top ten.  Extra credit will be added to the  
aggregate point total, up to a maximum of fifteen points. 
Tentative Schedule 
 Given on a separate handout. 

Other Syllabus Information is contained in the Syllabus Supplement 
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