
Phil 302    Fall 2021 (#16844)                        Instructor: Professor Robert Feleppa 
Class Hours:  MW 12:30-1:45 PM  Lindquist 114      Office: Fiske 116;  Dept Office: Fiske 110 
Office Hours:  MW 2:30-4 PM, TuTh 4-5 PM  Phone: 978 3125 (Fax 978 3036) 
                       and by appointment                       E-mail: robert.feleppa@wichita.edu  

   PHILOSOPHY 302  
 VALUES AND THE MODERN WORLD  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Increasing environmental waste and damage present increasingly complex scientific challenges.  
However, focus only on environmental science cannot provide answers to questions concerning 
how science should be applied.  This requires reflection on and application of an understanding 
of such things as the value of nature and our proper place in it.  Increasing cultural diversity and 
cross-cultural communication create a good climate for understanding how certain Asian 
philosophies provide resources for confronting philosophical challenges that have arisen in 
connection with environmental problems caused by population increase and by advances in 
agricultural, industrial, and resource-extraction technologies. 
 
This examination will call into question common European-American notions of personal, willfull 
power, which are among the main roots of our degradation of the environment. Indeed, in light of 
the philosophies we shall examine, it is not a genuine form of power at all insofar as we are actually 
trapped by our desires, fears, and will. Genuine freedom and power comes from a profound 
recognition of our close bonds to the natural world. 
 
The central emphasis of this course will be to draw mainly on Indian, Chinese, and Japanese 
philosophies in search of productive ways to transform our understanding of ourselves and our 
relationship to nature.  The Asian perspectives we shall emphasize sharply challenge typical 
Western conceptions of what a person is.  The key difference, simply stated, is that the obvious 
contrasts between humans (and rational minds) and nature are misleading, and, indeed, are the 
basis for human suffering in various forms.   This is a common historical philosophical thread that 
unites the albeit wide-ranging and diverse philosophies upon which we shall draw, and should 
enable us to get a handle on the important strands of thought that bear on life and the environment.   
No prior familiarity with these philosophies is expected of students.  
 
The philosophical themes of interest originate in two places:  the ancient philosophies and 
practices associated with yoga in India, that form the core of Hinduism and Buddhism; and related, 
and strikingly similar notions and practices associated with ancient Daoism in China. 
The course will not draw on these modern-day nations as models for reform, especially as they 
have contributed as much as anyone to our current environmental debacles.   Instead we will ask 
the following question:  “if we (as individuals and as a culture) conceived of nature in this different 
way and had these values, what effects would that have on our relationship with the environment?”  
 
As applied to environmental issues, Asian philosophies can help address deeply seated 
philosophical assumptions that are antithetical to a proper appreciation of the environment and  
the place of humans in it. These include:  
 (1) the notion that people are distinct in kind from the rest of nature insofar as they have  
      minds and souls that are fundamentally distinct in kind from matter;  
 (2) the idea these minds have reasoning powers that enable them to apply the powers 
      of free will to the task of controlling the material, natural world; 
 (3) the idea that spiritual growth and salvation from death consists in minds and souls  
      somehow dominating the body and the natural world.   
 (4) an attitude that nature is something to be used and controlled to serve human  
      purposes.  



One thing that helps us address this is the cultural diversity which characterizes modern societies 
– Asian philosophical ideas are no longer completely “foreign” or “inaccessible”.  Another is that 
owing to the influence of the core ideas we shall study on Western society, a growing number of 
people in these societies (regardless of their cultural heritage or familiarity with Asian philosophy) 
have become extremely interested in the practices of yoga, meditation, mindfulness, etc. in which  
the philosophical principles we shall consider are rooted.   

TEXTS:   
Koller, Asian Philosophies, 7th edition.  Routledge 2018. 
Callicott and McRea, Environmental Philosophy in Asian Traditions of Thought.  SUNY 2014. 
Additional readings will be available on BlackBoard. 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Reading and writing assignments will be provided in schedules posted on a monthly basis.  

There will be four essays on assigned topics, approximately 5-7 pages in length each.  Papers 
count 100 points each, and will be given letter grades and numerical equivalents: for example, 
A=95, A-=92, A-/B+=90, B+=88, B=85, etc.  Four sets of paper topics will be distributed, with only 
the top three grades being counted.  Essay topics will be distributed 2-3 weeks in advance of due 
dates. Essays must be submitted electronically to the e-mail address given above.  Papers may  
be submitted by me to the SafeAssign program on BlackBoard. A sufficiently detailed class  
presentation may be used to count for one of the essays.  
Six quizzes will be given, with only the top five counted.  Quizzes may be of either the in-class 
type or to be submitted by email. Quiz topics will be given out in advance and you may refer to 
short outlines for in-class quizzes.  The aim of the quizzes is to give you a chance to explain 
philosophical issues and positions in your own words.  You will not be expected to give any 
critiques of positions on quizzes.  
 
Grading: (Total: 350 points)   
Average:     A:  93 avg. & above B+: 87-89.9  C+: 77-79.9  D+: 67-69.9 
             A-: 90-92.9  B:   83-86.9  C:   73-76.9  D:   63-66.9 
      B-:  80-82.9  C-:  70-72.9  D-: 60-62.9 
 
Points:         A:  at least 325 B+: at least 305 C+: at least 270 D+: at least 235 
(Total 350)   A-: at least 315 B:   at least 290 C:   at least 255 D:   at least 220 
      B-:  at least 280 C-:  at least 245  D-:  at least 210 
Extra Credit 
Students will have the option of doing brief in-class presentations on various topics.  Credit for 
these presentations will be computed as part of the 50 quiz points.  Presentations will replace quiz 
scores, up to a limit of 20 points. Also, regular and constructive participation in class discussion 
will be counted toward an extra-credit component of up to 10 points which can be added to your 
total.  Some class-presentation credit may also be counted here.  (Note class presentation for 
essay-credit noted in the Assignments section.) 
 
Late and Missed Assignments 
 Late essays and late or make-up quizzes may be penalized, depending on circumstances.  
It is advisable that you inform me in advance about lateness and document your explanation if 
possible. Late papers and essay-quizzes may be penalized or not accepted, depending on the 
reasons given for lateness.  You are strongly advised to let me know in advance if you are going 
to miss a deadline or exam. You may be asked to provide documentation to authenticate your 
excuse.  Essays may be submitted by the instructor to SafeAssign, an anti-plagiarism program on 
BlackBoard. Thus, please turn in electronic versions of papers and at-home quizzes.  



COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Various philosophical traditions arising in Asia draw on different root conceptions and have 
developed along significantly different lines than in Western thought.  These are significant 
because of their profound influence on an enormous segment of Asian world and because they 
offer plausible approaches and insights which can enrich our understanding of fundamental  
philosophical and ethical issues.  

You will be expected to articulate these non-western conceptions in class discussion and in essays 
and quizzes, and to explain how these bear on philosophical issues related to the environment.  
We shall be especially concerned to overcome the tendency to react negatively to foundational  
attitudes that are different from those with which we are familiar.   

Toward this end, there we shall emphasize the ability to state other views about these matters 
fairly.  The class will have a lecture-discussion format, with discussion strongly encouraged.   
Grades will be based largely on essays. The following are general expectations of written work 
and discussion: 

* to state accurately the major issues we consider;  
* to evaluate the positions taken on them in our readings;  
* to state views clearly and fairly, including those with which  
  you disagree, and before you voice your criticisms of them; 
* to defend the criticisms you make and the opinions you express.   

It is important to do more than simply express your opinions or rely heavily on the rhetorical 
force of your writing.  That is, you should give supporting arguments that are clear, organized, 
plausible, and relevant to the points you are making.   Evaluation will depend on these criteria 
and not  on whether I agree with your views. 
BlackBoard Website  
The website will be used to post such things as announcements, assignments, changes in 
assignments or schedule, copies of in-class handouts and supplemental handouts and 
discussions.  Check the site regularly, daily if possible.  If you miss class, download a copy of any 
handouts distributed in class.  Often, we continue work on handouts from one class to the next,  
so this may help you be ready for the next meeting.   

Classroom Protocol 
Philosophical discussions and readings tend to be challenging to comprehend, and the ability to 
articulate the concepts and positions under consideration requires constant questioning, 
evaluation, and reformulation.  Thus class participation is strongly recommended.  Even if you just 
listen attentively, this tends to greatly improve comprehension and articulation.  Also, you should  
plan to read assigned readings and handouts several times.   

As what we discuss can be controversial, and conversations should be open and candid, it is 
important that rudeness and disruptive behavior be avoided.  Disruptive behavior includes, but is 
not limited to the following:  interruptions of faculty and students and snide comments; noise from 
cell phones and other electronic media; various signs of disrespect such as carrying on 
conversations with neighbors while the class is focusing on something else;  reading of non-class 
materials, texting, phone conversations, e-mailing, doing work for other classes, repeated 
lateness, and repeated early departure from class.  (Please try to inform me at the beginning of 
class if you have to leave class early.)  Attendance is not required for every class; but students 
exceeding six unexplained absences may be administratively withdrawn.  
 
 
**For more information, please see the Additional Syllabus Information posted on BlackBoard. 
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