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Period I. Medieval & Renaissance British Literature

Anon. (c. 725):  Beowulf

Old English Poetry (c. 10th century):  The Wanderer, The Seafarer, The Wife’s Lament, The Dream of the Rood, The Battle of Maldon, Judith

Chaucer, Geoffrey (c. 1343-1400):  The Canterbury Tales (including the General Prologue, Knight’s Tale, Miller’s Tale, Reeves Tale, Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale, Clerk’s Tale, Franklin’s Tale, Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale, Prioress’s Tale, Nun’s Priest’s Tale, Chaucer’s Retraction)

The Gawain-Poet (late 14th century):  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl

Langland, William (c. 1330-1387):  Piers Plowman (The “B” Text)

Julian of Norwich (1342-c. 1416):  A Book of Showings to the Anchoress Julian of Norwich
Marjery Kempe (c. 1373-1438):  The Book of Margery Kempe 
Anon. (late 15th century):  The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Play
Anon.  (late 15th century):  Everyman
Sir Thomas Malory (1405-1471):  Morte Darthur (at least Merlin, The Knight of the Cart, The Holy Grail, The Most Piteous Tale of the Morte Arthur Saunz Guerdon [i.e. The Death of Arthur])  

Sir Thomas Wyatt (1503-1542) & Henry Howard, Early of Surrey (1517-1547): Poems 

Elizabeth I (1533-1603): Prose 

Sir Walter Ralegh (c.1554-1618): Prose, Poems

William Shakespeare (1564-1616): Hamlet, Lear, Merchant of Venice, Twelfth Night, Richard II, I Henry IV, Winter’s Tale, Tempest, Sonnets 

Edmund Spenser (c. 1552-99):  The Faerie Queene, Book I and Mutability Cantos, Amoretti (sonnets), Epithalamion 

Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586): The Defence of Poesy, Poems 

Christopher Marlowe (1564-93):  The Jew of Malta, Dr. Faustus, Tamburlaine, Hero and Leander, The Passionate Shepherd to His Love; Edward II
Ben Jonson (1572-1637): Volpone, Bartholomew Fair, Poems, Prose 

John Webster (1578-1630s?): The Duchess of Malfi 

Thomas Middleton (1580-1627) and Thomas Dekker (1572-1632): The Roaring Girl 

Cyril Tourneur (or possibly Middleton): The Revenger’s Tragedy

Elizabeth Cary (1585-1618): The Tragedy of Mariam 

John Donne (1572-1631): Poems 

Robert Herrick (1591-1674): Poems  

George Herbert (1593-1633): Poems

Richard Crashaw (1613-1649): Poems 

Andrew Marvell (1621-1678): Poems  

Sir Thomas More (1478-1515):  Utopia
John Milton (1608-74):  Paradise Lost, Lycidas, L’Allegro, Il Penseroso 

Period II. Restoration and 18th Century British Literature
John Milton (1608-74):  Paradise Lost, Lycidas, L’Allegro, Il Penseroso

John Dryden (1631-1700): “MacFlecknoe,” “An Essay of Dramatic Poesy”

Aphra Behn (1640-1689): The Rover, Oroonoko 

Daniel Defoe (1660?-1731): Moll Flanders, Robinson Crusoe 

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745): “A Modest Proposal,” excerpts from Gulliver’s Travels and A Tale of a Tub 

William Congreve (1670-1729): The Way of the World 

William Wycherley (1641-1715): The Country Wife

Sir George Etherege (Etheredge) (1636-1692 ): The Man of Mode

Alexander Pope (1688-1744) The Rape of the Lock, The Dunciad Book IV, Essay on Criticism, Essay on Man 

Samuel Richardson (1689-1761): Clarissa 
James Thomson (1700-1748): selections from The Seasons 

Henry Fielding (1707-1754): Tom Jones 

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784): Rasselas, “Milton” and “Pope” from Lives of the Poets, “The Vanity of Human Wishes,” “Preface to Shakespeare”
James Boswell (1740-1795): selections from Life of Samuel Johnson 

Laurence Sterne (1713-1768): Tristram Shandy
Horace Walpole (1717-1797): The Castle of Otranto 

Oliver Goldsmith (1730?-1774): She Stoops to Conquer, “The Deserted Village” 

Olaudah Equiano (1745?-1797): The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa the African, Written by Himself 

Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816): School for Scandal

Frances Burney (1752-1840): Evelina 
Period III. Romantic and 19th Century British Literature 

Anna Letitia Barbauld (1743-1825): Eighteen Hundred and Eleven, A Poem (1812), 

William Blake (1757-1827): Songs of Innocence and Experience, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-97): Vindication of the Rights of Woman 
Robert Burns (1759-1796): “To a Mouse” and other selected poems 

William Wordsworth (1770-1850): Lyrical Ballads, The Prelude (Book 1 and selections), other selected poems, Preface to the 1800 edition of Lyrical Ballads) 

Walter Scott (1771-1832): Waverley, Rob Roy 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834): Lyrical Ballads, selections, inc. Biographia Literaria 

Jane Austen (1775-1817): Pride and Prejudice, Emma 

George Gordon, Lord Byron (1788-1824): Don Juan cantos 1-2, “Darkness,” Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage canto 3

Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822): selected poetry , A Defence of Poetry 

John Keats (1795-1821): Odes, Eve of St. Agnes, selected letters

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881): Selections from Sartor Resartus, Past and Present  

Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797-1851): Frankenstein (1818) and Introduction to 1831 version of Frankenstein 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-61): Aurora Leigh
Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-92): Idylls of the King or In Memoriam and other selected poems 

William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-63): Vanity Fair 

Robert Browning (1812-89): “Caliban upon Setebos,” “My Last Duchess” 

Charles Dickens (1812-70): Hard Times plus either David Copperfield or Great Expectations
Charlotte Bronte (1816-55): Jane Eyre 
Emily Bronte (1818-48): Wuthering Heights 
George Eliot (1819-80): Middlemarch or The Mill on the Floss 

Matthew Arnold (1822-88): “Dover Beach,” “The Function of Criticism at the Present Time,” selections from Culture and Anarchy

Christina Rossetti (1830-94): “Goblin Market” 

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928): Jude the Obscure, “The Darkling Thrush”

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889): selected poems 

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900): The Importance of Being Earnest, The Picture of Dorian Gray
Period IV. Modern British Literature
Joseph Conrad (1857-1924):  Heart of Darkness
D. H. Lawrence (1885-1930):  Women in Love
James Joyce (1882-1941): “Araby,” “The Dead,” Portrait of the Artist
Virginia Woolf (1882-1941):  To the Lighthouse
E. M. Forster (1879-1970):  Passage to India
Kingsley Amis (1922-1995): Lucky Jim
Anthony Burgess (1917-1993): A Clockwork Orange
Jean Rhys (1890-1979): Wide Sargasso Sea

Doris Lessing (1919- ) The Golden Notebook 

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950):  Mrs. Warren’s Profession or Man and Superman
Samuel Beckett (1906-1989): Waiting for Godot or Endgame
John Osborne (1929-1994): Look Back in Anger
Tom Stoppard (1937- ): Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead  
Caryll Churchill (1938- ): Top Girls

Salman Rushdie (1946- ): Midnight’s Children

Michael Ondaatje (1943- ): Anil’s Ghost

V. S. Naipaul (1932- ): A House for Mr. Biswas
Nadine Gordimer (1923- ): The Pickup

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928): “Hap,” “Neutral Tones,” “The Darkling Thrush,” “Channel Firing” 

W. B. Yeats (1865-1939): selected poems

T. S. Elliot (1888-1965): Poems & Prose
W. H. Auden (1907-1973): Poems & Prose

Dylan Thomas (1914-1953): Poems 
Derek Walcott (1930- ): Poems 
Ted Hughes (1930-1998): Poems
Period V. Early and 19th Century American Literature
William Bradford (1590-1657): Of Plymouth Plantation
John Winthrop (1588-1649): A Modell of Christian Charity
Anne Bradstreet (c. 1612-1672): Poems 

Roger Williams (c. 1603-1683): selections from A Key into the Language of America and from The Bloody Tenet of Persecution  

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758): “A Divine and Supernatural Light” & “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790): The Autobiography 

J. Hector St. Jean de Crèvecoeur (1735-1813): from Letters from an American Farmer 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826): Notes on the State of Virginia 
Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753-1784): Poems 

Olaudah Equiano (1745?-1797): The Interesting Narrative

Susanna Rowson (c. 1762-1824): Charlotte: A Tale of Truth
Charles Brockden Brown (1771-1810): Wieland 

Washington Irving (1783-1859): “Rip Van Winkle”

James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851): The Last of the Mohicans  

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882): “Nature,” “The American Scholar,” “Self-Reliance” 

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864): The Scarlet Letter
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849): Poems, Short Stories, “The Philosophy of Composition”

Margaret Fuller (1810-1850): from The Great Lawsuit: Man versus Woman

Abraham Lincoln(1809-1865): “A House Divided” & the Gettysburg Address

Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896): Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Harriet Jacobs (1813-1897): Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862): Walden 

Frederick Douglass (1818?-1895): Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

Walt Whitman (1819-1892): Leaves of Grass, “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” “Song of the Open Road,” “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking,”  “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 

Herman Melville (1819-1891): Moby-Dick 

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886): Poems  
Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888): Little Women 

Rebecca Harding Davis (1831-1910): Life in the Iron Mills

Henry James (1843-1916): The Portrait of a Lady
Mark Twain (1835-1910): Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

William Dean Howells (1837-1920): The Rise of Silas Lapham
Sarah Orne Jewett (1849-1909): The Country of the Pointed Firs

Stephen Crane (1871-1900): Maggie: A Girl of the Streets and/or selected stories
Period VI. Twentieth Century American Literature

Charles Chesnutt (1858-1932): The Conjure Woman
Kate Chopin (1850-1904): The Awakening 

Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945): Sister Carrie 

Edith Wharton (1862-1937): The House of Mirth 

W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963): The Souls of Black Folk 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935): “The Yellow Wall-paper” 

Willa Cather (1873-1947): My Antonia, “The Novel Demeublé”

Robert Frost (1874-1963): Poems 

Zitkala-Ŝa (1876-1938): from American Indian Stories (Norton)

Wallace Stevens (1879-1955): Poems 
William Carlos Williams (1883-1963): Poems
T. S. Eliot 1888-1965): Poems, “Tradition and the Individual Talent”

Langston Hughes (1902-1967): Poems, “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain”

Claude McKay (1889-1948): Poems 
F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940): The Great Gatsby 

Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961): The Sun also Rises 

Zora Neale Hurston (1901?-1960): Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Eugene O’Neill (1888-1953): Long Day’s Journey into Night 

William Faulkner (1892-1962): The Sound and The Fury
Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979): Poems
Tennessee Williams (1911-1983): A Streetcar Named Desire 

Ralph Ellison (1914-1994): Invisible Man 

Saul Bellow (1915-2005): Herzog 

Arthur Miller (1915-2005): Death of a Salesman 

Robert Lowell (1917-1977): Poems 
Gwendolyn Brooks 1917-2000): Poems
James Baldwin (1924-1987): “Sonny’s Blues” 

Flannery O’Connor (1925-1964): “A Good Man is Hard to Find,” “Good Country People” 

Allen Ginsburg (1926-1997): Poems
Sylvia Plath (1932-1963): Poems 

Adrienne Rich (1929- ): Poems
Toni Morrison (1931- ): Beloved 

Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones) (1934- ): Dutchman 

Maxine Hong Kingston (1940- ): The Woman Warrior

August Wilson (1945-2005): Fences 
Rita Dove (1952- ): Poems
Louise Erdrich (1954- ): Love Medicine

Jhumpa Lahiri (1967- ): Interpreter of Maladies
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