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Phil 365, Survey of Asian Philosophy, crn 16744, Fall 2020 
	Instructor:
	Professor Robert Feleppa 

	Department:
	Philosophy

	Office Location:
	Fiske 116 (Department office:  Fiske 110)

	Telephone:
	316 978 3125 (Fax: 978 3036)

	Email:
	robert.feleppa@wichita.edu

	Prefd communication: Contact:
	By E-mail

	Office Hours:
	MW 2-4 pm & by appointment

	Classroom; Days/Time:
	Fiske 308  MW  12:30-1:45



Course Description 
	A survey of philosophical systems of Asia, including Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism and Hinduism. Key points of similarity and contrast among these systems and between these systems and those dominant in Western societies regarding the nature of the self and reality 
and the sources of moral, political, and social value are considered.

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes
Certain conceptions of mind, matter, self, freedom, responsibility, and moral value are fundamental to western thought and experience.   They are essential for appreciating the value and purpose of our lives, making warranted judgments of moral approval and condemnation, and developing our views of the world and our place in it.  However, our experience of non-western philosophical traditions makes clear that these conceptions are not universal.   Various philosophical traditions arising in Asia draw on different root conceptions and have developed along significantly different lines.   These are significant because of their profound influence on an enormous segment of Asian world and because they offer plausible approaches and insights which can enrich our understanding of fundamental philosophical and ethical issues. 
	You will be expected to articulate these non-western conceptions in class discussion and in essays and quizzes, and to explain how these bear on philosophical issues considered in western philosophy, such as questions about the nature of the person, evaluating social and political relations, the bases for moral value and evaluation, etc.  We shall be especially concerned to overcome the tendency to react negatively to foundational attitudes that are different from those with which we are familiar.  
	Toward this end, there we shall emphasize the ability to state other views about these matters fairly.  The class will have a lecture-discussion format, with discussion strongly encouraged.   Grades will be based largely on essays. The following are general expectations of written work and discussion:
* to state accurately the major issues we consider; 
* to evaluate the positions taken on them in our readings; 
* to state views clearly and fairly, including those with which you disagree, 
  and before you voice your criticisms of them;
* to defend the criticisms you make and the opinions you express.  
It is important to do more than simply express your opinions or rely heavily on the rhetorical force of your writing.  That is, you should give supporting arguments that are clear, organized, plausible, and relevant to the points you are making.   Evaluation will depend on these criteria and not on whether I agree with your views.  

Required Texts and Other Readings
	Koller, Asian Philosophies 7th edition
Koller and Koller, A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy. 
Baird and Heimbeck, Asian Philosophy (Philosophic Classics Volume VI)
Additional readings will be available on BlackBoard
BlackBoard Website 
     	The website will be used to post such things as announcements, assignments, changes in assignments or schedule, copies of in-class handouts and supplemental handouts and discussions.  Check the site regularly, daily if possible.  If you miss class, download a copy of any handouts distributed in class.  Often, we continue work on handouts from one 
class to the next, so this may help you be ready for the next meeting.  
Assignments 
	There will be four essays on assigned topics, approximately 5-7 pages in length each.  Papers count 100 points each, and will be given letter grades and numerical equivalents: for example, A=95, A-=92, A-/B+=90, B+=88, B=85, etc.  Four sets of paper topics will be distributed, with only the top three grades being counted.  Essay topics will be distributed 2-3 weeks in advance of due dates. Essays must be submitted electronically to the e-mail address given above.  Papers may be submitted by me to the SafeAssign program on BlackBoard. Six quizzes will be given, with only the top five counted.  (Total: 350 points.)  Quiz topics will be given out in advance and you may refer to short outlines while taking them.  The aim of the quizzes is to give you a chance to explain philosophical issues and positions in your own words.  You will not be expected to give any critiques of positions on quizzes.

Grading:
[bookmark: _Hlk10660798]Average:     A:  93 avg. & above	B+: 87-89.9		C+: 77-79.9		D+: 67-69.9
   	         A-: 90-92.9		B:   83-86.9		C:   73-76.9		D:   63-66.9
[bookmark: _Hlk10661133] 					B-:  80-82.9		C-:  70-72.9		D-: 60-62.9

Points:         A:  at least 325	B+: at least 305	C+: at least 270	D+: at least 235
[bookmark: _Hlk10661369](Total 350)   A-: at least 315	B:   at least 290	C:   at least 255	D:   at least 220
 					B-:  at least 280	C-:  at least 245 	D-:  at least 210
Academic Honesty
	Students at Wichita State Univ. are expected to uphold high academic standards. WSU will not tolerate a lack of academic integrity. Students are responsible for knowing and following the Student Code of Conduct http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch8_05.htm and the Student Academic Honesty policy http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch2_17.htm. When the faculty member determines sanctions are warranted for violations of academic integrity, regardless of severity, the faculty member must report the infraction to the Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards. If you need more information about the process or wish to appeal a decision, please visit https://www.wichita.edu/about/student conduct/AcademicDishonesty.php.
Plagiarism, defined in both graduate and undergraduate catalogs as “using the work of others as one’s own without assigning proper credit to the source,” will result in a failing grade for the paper.  (The numerical equivalent assigned to the failing grade will depend on the degree of plagiarism that appears.  A paper that is largely or entirely plagiarized will be scored a zero, and may thus entail a failing grade for the course.)  Cheating on quizzes will result in a zero score for the quiz.  Repeated plagiarism or 
cheating may result in administrative withdrawal.



Topical Outline 
(This outline is roughly chronological, except for sections I and VI, which state themes that will emerge throughout the course)

 I.  Overview and survey of philosophical issues			
1.  The dualistic view of self and nature
2.  Reason and knowledge
3.  Some views of moral value.	

 II. Hindu thought   		
 1.  The background of Yoga practice			
2.  The Vedic methods of philosophy
3.  Critique of the ego and rational thought
4.  Unity of the true self and reality
  5..  Karma, causation, and justice
 6.  Some controversies in the Indian tradition

III. Buddhism  						
1.  Basic teachings of Buddha: the Four Noble Truths and the Middle Way
2.  Critique of the ego and rational thought
3.  Critique of the Hindu conception of selfhood
4.  The emergence of Mahayana Buddhism
5.  Buddhist “reality”:  interdependent arising and emptiness.
6.  Later developments and controversies: the Yogacara and Madhyamaka schools
  7.  An assessment of Hindu, Buddhist, and Western conceptions of the self.

IV. Chinese thought  					
1.  Confucianism’s key concepts: Humanity, Propriety, and Filial Piety
2.  The Chinese conception of selfhood
3.  Virtue and the good society in Confucianism
4.  Daoism and its relationship to Confucianism
5.  Key concepts: Dao, De, Wuwei, Jiran
6.  Virtue and the good society in Daoism
7.  Neo-Confucianism
8.  The emergence of Chan and Zen Buddhism
9.  Issues in Japanese and Korean Philosophy

V. Enlightenment and the good life				
 1.  Some paradoxes of the Middle Way: compassion and self-cultivation
2.  Meditation and the self – Indian and Chinese perspectives
3.  The relationship of reason and metaphysics to enlightenment
4.  The essential sociality of Chan							
5.  Chan, Zen, and Western Zen

VI. Some philosophical and political implications	
 1.  Ideals of interpersonal relationship	
2.  Human relationships to nature
3.  Some issues in environmental ethics
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