Condensed Curriculum Vitae – Dr. Ryan N. Beeken
Director of Choral Activities | Associate Director, School of Music
Wichita State University

I. EDUCATION
· D.M.A., Choral Conducting — Michigan State University
· M.M., Choral Conducting — Michigan State University
· B.M.E. and B.M. (Vocal Performance) — Drake University

II. ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS
· Director of Choral Activities & Associate Director, School of Music, Wichita State University, 2019–present
· Conducts Concert Chorale, Madrigal Singers, and Treble Ensemble.
· Oversees the choral area; teaches graduate and undergraduate conducting and literature.
· Leads the School of Music’s audition and scholarship process (≈200 funds, >$600,000 annually).
· Coordinates recruitment, donor cultivation, and community collaborations.
· Director of Choral Studies & Professor, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2012–2019
· Director of Vocal Music, Waukee Community Schools, Iowa, 1998–2010

III. CREATIVE / RESEARCH ACTIVITY
Activities reflect a balance of artistry, scholarship, and service through national performance, peer-reviewed presentations, and leadership within the choral profession. 

A. Peer-Reviewed and Invited Performances (Selected)
· Wichita State University Choirs in collaboration with the Wichita Symphony Orchestra
Many Voices, One Song: Mozart “Coronation Mass” (2025)
Illuminate (2024) 
Beethoven Symphony No. 9 (2024)                        					 Sunrise Mass (2023)
· American Choral Directors Association (SW Division) – 2024
· Kansas Music Educators Association – 2023, 2025
· Upcoming: Defiant Requiem: Verdi at Terezín (2026), funded by a $10,000 University Resident Project Grant
B. Peer-Reviewed and Invited Presentations (Selected)
· Presented more than 50 peer-reviewed or invited sessions in over 20 states and internationally.
· Do, Re, But What About Mi? Centering Singer Identity, NW ACDA, 2026
· Youth & Student Activities Forum, National ACDA Conference, 2025
· Headliner, Iowa and Nebraska Choral Directors Association Conferences, 2025
· Becoming the Change Our World Needs, National ACDA, 2023
· Holistic Wellness Practices, SW ACDA, 2022
· The Wellspring of Human Happiness, Association for Music in International Schools, International Summit, 2020
· The Choral Art: The Human Art, Hawaii International Conference on Arts & Humanities
C. Guest Conducting / International Engagements
· Conducted All-State and Honor Choirs in 22 states and abroad in Austria, Estonia, Ireland, Italy, Oman, Slovenia, and Sweden.
· Upcoming: Maryland and Wisconsin All-State Honor Choirs (2026); Midwest ACDA Tenor/Bass Honor Choir, Milwaukee (2026); Star of Kansas European Tour and Stockholm Choral Festival (2026).
D. Adjudication (Selected)
· Frequent clinician and adjudicator for regional and national festivals throughout the United States.
· Northern Arizona Jazz Madrigal Festival, 2026
· National ACDA Conference Performing Choir Selection Committee, 2024–2025
· Kansas State High School Activities Association State Large Group and Solo Festivals, 2020–2024
· Adjudicator, Oregon State Activities Association State Choir Championships, 2022
· Adjudicator, Worlds of Fun Choral Festival, Kansas City, MO, 2019 & 2024

IV. LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE
· National Chair for Student Membership, American Choral Directors Association, 2022–2025
· Director, Wichita Symphony Chorus, 2020–present
· Director of Music, University Congregational Church, Wichita, 2019–present
· College of Fine Arts Retention Fellow, Wichita State University

V. SELECTED HONORS AND AWARDS
· Defiant Requiem University Resident Project Grant, $10,000 (2026)
· Mickey & Pete Armstrong Faculty of Excellence in Special Fine Arts Endeavor, Wichita State University (2021)
· PMEA Citation of Excellence in Teaching Award (2019)

VI. SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
· “Student Chapter Development: Conversations with Student Chapters.” Choral Journal (2024)
· “Student Activities: Interview with The Crane School’s ACDA Student Chapter.” Choral Journal (2023)
· C.H.O.I.R.: Collaboration Harvests Optimal and Inspired Rehearsals! – NAfME Blog (2016)

VII. PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
· American Choral Directors Association (ACDA)
· National Association for Music Education (NAfME)
· College Music Society (CMS)
· National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS)
