Wichita State University is offering 0.5 credit-hour
(non-degree) courses that are FREE for students
60+ years old if enrolled by February 24, 2021.
For more information, contact us at
(316) 978-3731 or LifelongLearning@wichita.edu.

HIST 150AX • CRN 27209

Mondays
February 1, 8, 15 & 22
1-3pm

APOCALYPSE ON THE PLAINS:
THE LOCUSTS OF 1874
On a hot and humid August day, just south of Wichita, 14-year-old Pauline
Floeder was tending the corn crop with her immigrant parents when a dark
cloud formed in the northwest sky. As the cloud approached, it became clear
that it was not one of the usual summer thunderstorms. About to descend on the
Floeder homestead were millions of the Rocky Mountain locusts. By the end of
1874, the plague of locusts would destroy the crops and the environment of the
Midwest and Plains, economies were destroyed and people starved. The economy,
culture, and the history of the Plains would be changed forever. This course will
examine the historical, ecological and cultural impact of the locust plagues in
Kansas and explain how Kansas became known as “The Wheat State.”
Objectives: Students will...
-Identify the locust plagues’ impacts on the environment, ecology,
economy and the history of Kansas and the Great Plains.
-Develop an introductory understanding of the ecology of the Great Plains.
-Describe the history of invasive species and their impacts.
-Discuss contemporary infestations and attempts at mitigation.
Instructor: Steve Roberts, Lecturer, Department of History, Wichita State University

BEHIND THE ORCHESTRA

MUSC 150K • CRN 27139

Have you ever attended a concert or theatre production and wondered about
the music? This course helps participants understand the inner workings of an
orchestra. The course delves into questions like what does a conductor really
do? Why does the oboe play the tuning note? How do they pick the music?
Should the audience clap in between movements? Join us as we unveil the
mystery behind the orchestra.
Objectives: Students will...
-Demonstrate knowledge of the different personnel of an orchestra.
-Discuss the history of the modern orchestra.
-Demonstrate different ways to listen to an orchestral work.
Instructor: Dr. Aleks Sternfeld-Dunn, Director & Associate Professor, School of Music,
Wichita State University

Mondays
March 8, 15, 22 & 29
1-3pm

GEOL 150F • CRN 27186

Tuesdays
March 9, 16, 23 & 30
1-3pm

FROM GEYSERS TO GLACIERS: THE
GEOLOGY OF OUR NATIONAL PARKS
Our national parks provide some of the most beautiful and spectacular scenery
in the world and were established in 1872 with the creation of Yellowstone
National Park. Like Yellowstone, many of the national parks were designated due
to their inspiring geologic features and are locations of ancient and even ongoing
dramatic geologic events. In this course, participants learn to recognize geologic
features and interpret the story behind the scenery. Learn how Yellowstone,
Hawaii Volcanoes, Grand Canyon, Death Valley, Hot Springs, Olympic, Zion and
Glacier National Parks formed and what created their unique features.
Objectives: Students will...
-Recognize the physical geology behind the scenery in national parks.
- Explain the formation of geologic features using plate tectonics.
- Identify national parks formed by hotspots and volcanoes.
- Analyze why most national parks are found along divergent and
convergent plate boundaries.
- Discuss why national parks can be found on the continental craton.
Instructor: Heather Merchant, Lecturer, Department of Geology, Wichita State University

POLS 150F • CRN 27163

Thursdays
March 11, 18, 25 & April 1
1-3pm

U.S. ELECTORAL PROCESS:
FACTS AND FICTION
This course explores the U.S. election system and considers its strengths
and weaknesses. We will examine the right to vote, ballot access and election
CFOKPKUVTCVKQPKPVJG7PKVGF5VCVGU6QRKEUKPENWFGNGICNJKUVQT[FGƒPKPI
citizenship; legal and political history of the right to vote; voter suppression;
voter fraud and election fraud; the Voting Rights Act of 1965; the administration
QHGNGEVKQPUD[UVCVGCPFNQECNGNGEVKQPQHƒEKCNURQNKVKECNCPFRTQEGFWTCNTGHQTOU
to democratic processes; and the role of the media and social media in shaping
perceptions of how elections work. The course covers both current issues,
especially relating to recent presidential elections, and historical development.
Objectives: Students will...
-Identify how elections work in the United States and the various arguments
about why election processes work as they do.
-Discuss democratic practice in the US and consider criticisms frequently
made about the electoral system.
-Review and reflect on strengths and weaknesses of democracy as it
is practiced in the US.
Instructor: Dr. Alexandra Middlewood, Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Science, Wichita State University

COLOR THEORY IN ART, WORK, AND LIFE
Color, and the lack of color, impacts the way people interact with and
understand the world around them. Everyone, thoughtfully or intuitively, uses
color to personalize and connect with their intimate environment, express
themselves and communicate with others, and process meaning from their
social and professional environment. In this course, students examine how
people see, experience and understand color. Students look at the basics of
color theory as well as how color is used and experienced by everyone in their
daily life. Color is central in how people experience art, entertainment and social
messaging. Color even impacts how people process and categorize emotion. In
this course, students also examine and discuss how color is used by artists and
professionals to reach, connect and persuade their audience.
Objectives: Students will...
&GƒPGJWGXCNWGCPFUCVWTCVKQP
-Demonstrate understanding of color unity, variety, contrast, dominance,
appropriateness, balance and harmony.
-Demonstrate understanding of additive and subtractive color theory.
-Distinguish the relative aspects of color perception.
-Differentiate between color used as symbol, expression, and description.
Instructor: John Hammer, Lecturer, School of Art, Design and Creative Industries,
Wichita State University

MUSC 150J • CRN 27140

ARTS 150E • CRN 27510

Mondays
April 12, 19, 26 & May 3
1-3pm

THE LEGACY OF MILES DAVIS
Miles Davis is one of the most important and innovative musicians in the
JKUVQT[QHOWUKE*GYCUCUGOKPCNƒIWTGKPVJGFGXGNQROGPVQHPWOGTQWU
styles of jazz. His often spare and direct trumpet sound is immediately
recognizable whether played open, muted, or through electronic devices. Out
QHJKUXCTKQWUITQWREQPƒIWTCVKQPUECOGOWUKEKCPUYJQYQWNFGZRCPFQP
Miles’ vision and create successful careers of their own. This class will survey
the life and times of Miles Davis. Part biography and part musical survey, each
decade of his professional career will be explored. The musicians of import that
collaborated (or competed) with him will be discussed. Students will learn about
the general sweep of jazz history from the 1940’s through the early 1990’s and
URGEKƒECNN[CDQWVVJGKORQTVCPEGQH/KNGU&CXKUŦEQPVTKDWVKQP

Tuesdays
April 13, 20, 27 & May 4
1-3pm

Objectives: Students will...
-Discuss the career of Miles Davis from his 1940’s bebop recordings to his
ƒPCNLC\\TCRTGEQTF
- Identify the jazz sub-genres that Miles Davis is associated with and
understand how contemporaneous events brought about their genesis
and development.
- Recognize Miles’ key sidemen and collaborators and be aware of their
accomplishments after leaving his group.
Instructor: Randall Zellers, Lecturer, School of Music, Wichita State University

Classes begin in February, March & April!
LAST DAY TO REGISTER IS FEBRUARY 24!

COVID-19 SPECIAL NOTICE
Thank you for your interest in Wichita State University’s Lifelong Learning
program. Due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, we have made several
adjustments to the delivery of our content in order to ensure public safety
and your comfort in these classes. At all times, Wichita State University will
be adhering to local, state and national practices regarding our in-person
setups such as social distancing and face coverings. As such, we are
offering two methods for our Spring 2021 Lifelong Learning classes.
METHOD 1: IN-PERSON

All in-person classes will be held at Wichita State University’s Metropolitan Complex
located at 5015 E. 29th St. N., Wichita, KS 67220. No Lifelong Learning classes will be
held at senior centers or retirement communities this semester. Class capacities will
be limited to the current local guidelines on gatherings and social distancing as of the
ƒTUVENCUUFace coverings are required. Registrants will be enrolled in the in-person
ENCUUGUQPCƒTUVEQOGƒTUVUGTXGFDCUKU1PEGYGTGCEJVJGECRCEKV[QHCTQQOYG
will close in-person registration. All registrations thereafter will be converted to online,
CPFVJGTGIKUVTCPVYKNNDGPQVKƒGF

METHOD 2: ONLINE*

All Wichita State University Lifelong Learning classes will be made available online. If
you choose this option, you will receive a link via email each week to view the class on
your device. You will have the opportunity to email questions to the instructor which
they will address at the start of the next class.
* In order to watch the class online, you will need a computer or smart device such as a tablet, iPad,
smart phone, Kindle, etc. with an internet connection. Once you receive the link, you will click on it and
streaming will begin automatically. All videos will be made accessible with closed captioning. No account
or special software is required.

NOTICE: COVID-19 is a complex, challenging, and fluid situation which continues to evolve
rapidly. All information on these pages is subject to change as deemed necessary by University
leadership in accordance with guidance and recommendations issued by federal, state, and local
RWDNKEJGCNVJCPFIQXGTPOGPVQHƒEKCNU

Questions? Please contact Wichita State University’s Lifelong Learning
QHƒEGCVQTCVNKHGNQPINGCTPKPI"YKEJKVCGFW

