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Why Does AAA Devote Time to Traffic Safety?Why Does AAA Devote Time to Traffic Safety?
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One death every 

14.0 minutes

 Motor Vehicle Fatalities 2000–2017

37,133 
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Safety Culture: “Do as I say, not as I do.”

Source: AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 2019



Tesla to charge $1,000 more for ‘full 

self-driving’ Autopilot package in 

August

Move over Tesla, this self-driving car will let you sleep or watch a movie during your highway commute…



Reality Check 

“…it’s important that we be as straightforward as possible about what you should expect, as 
someone using the technology, and what the limitations are. We can’t oversell.”

- Chris Urmson, Aurora International

Oct. 2018 



Partners for Automated Vehicle Education



AAA
Automated Vehicle  

Engagement 





Adaptive Cruise Control Automatic Emergency BrakingSelf Parking

Driver assistance
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AAA and 
the AAA Foundation 

for Traffic Safety
AV Research



AAA’S ADAS Testing

BLIND-SPOT MONITORING • AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY BRAKING • SELF-
PARKING • LEVEL 2 AUTOMATED SYSTEMS • REAR CROSS-TRAFFIC 
ALERT • LANE DEPARTURE WARNING • ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL   



There are as many as 

for automatic emergency braking
40 TERMS

Marketing Names are Aspirational



of drivers using forward collision 
warning or lane-departure warning feel 
comfortable engaging in other tasks 
while driving

25%

Knowledge Gap can Lead To Misuse



Upcoming Research



Closed-course and naturalistic

REAL-WORLD
driving scenarios

Better Understand how L2 Vehicles Operate 



Change in driver behavior due to interactions with 
advanced driver assistance systems

DISTRACTION, FATIGUE

Improper Driving Behavior



New technology will 
help reduce collisions 
and injuries… but it’s a 
long road to full 
autonomy.

17



Thank You
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