
How to Choose the Right
College 

By Olivia Vaca

For high school seniors, the start of

second semester indicates that change is

around the corner and for many, the

prospect of that change can be scary. As

college acceptance letters start arriving,

you may find yourself wondering how to

decide what the next step will be.

Should you attend a community college

for a couple of years and then transfer?

Should you take a chance and go out of

state? How will you be able to afford the

option you choose? 
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Step 1: Decide your field(s) of interest –

Choosing what you plan to do with

your life at 18 is a daunting task, but the

good news is that you don’t have to

know fully what you want to do with

your life. Spend some time thinking

about career fields that interest you

and what you enjoy doing. Think even

further into what you want your daily

life to look like when you are working. 

Most importantly, will you be happy and

able to achieve success from your college

experience? Here are some tips for

choosing the right path:

·     

 

https://kasfaa.org/docs/2019ResourceGuide-KansasFosterCareYouth.pdf


Step 2: Think about cost – College is

expensive, but there are many options

to help mitigate that cost. First,

determine the cost of tuition. The

school’s website should provide

information on how much each credit

hour costs. Most students will take

between 12 to 15 credit hours a

semester (4-5 classes). You’ll also need

to factor in any technology or campus

fees that are applied to all students.

Next, look at the cost of living. If dorms

are available, you can find the cost of

different room layouts on the college’s

website. If you are planning to live off-

campus, use apartment-finding

websites to determine the average rent.

Be sure to also consider how far away

you’ll be from the campus and if you’ll

need to pay for additional

transportation costs. Ask any friends or

trusted adults who have attended your

school to see if there are any other

costs that you may be missing. Once

you have all costs laid out, determine

how much financial aid you know you

will receive such as money from the

FAFSA or scholarships.. 

“For example, if you don’t enjoy interacting

with people, you probably shouldn’t look

into a career where you deal with people

all day. This applies not only to your job

but also to your major choice. If you know

you don’t want to go to school for several

years, then you should probably rule out

being a doctor, however, you could go for

something that takes less time, such as

nursing. 

Step 3: Determine what environment

will make you happy – There are several

college comparison sites such as

College Board that discuss the

differences in college resources and

atmosphere so that you can base your

decision on what matters to you. Some

things to think about are average class

sizes, available and college location,

factors that can make or break your

experience. For example, if being close

to family is important to you then you

may not want to consider out-of-state

schools. Similarly, if you have high

social anxiety, you may want to look at

smaller schools or ones that have good

mental health resources. If you aren’t

sure of where to start, think about some

likes and dislikes for your current school

and see what might be applicable to

the schools you are considering. 

Step 4: Reach out to your GEAR UP

advisor or your school counselor for

additional help if you need it. Choosing

your next step is a tough decision but

remember that it is not one you must

make alone. Let an advisor who knows

your position help you decide what is

best for you.



To-Do List for The
Graduating High School
Senior
By Derek Koenigsdorf

1. Keep Your Grades Strong

The second semester of your senior

year of high school is certainly one of

the best ones. The academic pressure

is off (almost)! You have some

milestone events coming up like

Senior Prom and graduation! Most

importantly, by the end of the

semester, you will hopefully be

college-bound with a bright future

ahead of you! 

Even though you’re almost out of high

school, you still have classes and

other academic responsibilities to

take care of before you go. The

second semester of your senior year is

about leaving on a good note. In order

to do that, there are a few things that

you need to do before you graduate.

Once you’ve chosen a college, you’ll

probably get a notification from the

university telling you that you must

maintain a minimum GPA level

during your last semester in order to

maintain your admission to the

college. To many students, this

minimum GPA requirement looks like

a license to slack off in classes;

however, we know from experience

that this is not the best strategy in the

long run.

Helpful Links for KKGU
Youth

https://www.kkgu.org/Kkgu1.0/Scholarship/Sc_Home.aspx
https://www.kkgu.org/Kkgu1.0/ProgramApplication/Pa_Home.aspx
https://www.kkgu.org/Kkgu1.0/FinancialLiteracy/Fl_Home.aspx
https://youtu.be/LK0bbu0y5AM


4. Maintain Your Social
Relationships

Since you are in a position of

leadership until the end of the school

year, it is your duty to make sure that

your activities will be in good hands

once you leave.

In order to ensure that your club or

organization will prosper in the

future, plan and implement activities

like hosting elections/selecting your

successors, and completing any

unfinished projects. Hosting some last

events and fundraisers will also help

your organization to have a strong

foothold at the school and enough

funds to survive.

As a high school senior, it can be very

tempting to hold your friends close

and simply say, “bye, see ya never” to

all of your other classmates. However,

the likelihood of you never seeing

these people again isn’t as high as

you might think. It’s a small world,

and you may run into your high

school classmates later in life.

Perhaps you’ll be in a position of

power, but perhaps you’ll be in a

position where your former

classmates could help you out in

some way. Thus, in order to look out

for your future self, try to leave all of

your relationships at your school on a

good note. Wish everyone well, and

try to stay in touch as much as you

can.

Add a subheading

2. Start Planning For College

Are you going to live with roommates? If

so, how many and who?

What major are you going to pursue?

What classes are you going to take during

your first semester?

How are you going to move everything

into your new home in college? 

3. Leave Your Extracurriculars In Good
Shape

Once you enter college, you’ll find that many

of the courses from your senior year taught

material that serves as a necessary

foundation for your college courses. In fact, if

you study hard during your last semester, you

may even find that many of your initial

introductory college courses are mostly

review. Thus, you need to pay attention

during this last semester so that your college

classes get off to a good start. It’s better to

master the material sooner rather than later.

While you may think that you have all

summer to get ready for college, it’ll be

orientation day before you know it. You

should start planning your big move to

college now so that you’re not scrambling to

get everything done one week before move-

in day.

If you’re unsure of what you need to do to

prepare for college or what you need to start

planning, here’s a quick list to start you off:

·      Figure out where you’re going to live

(dorms? Apartments? Co-ops? Commute from

home?)

By the time you make it to your Senior Year,

you’ve probably secured one or two

leadership positions within clubs and

organizations at your school. 



7. Stop and Smell the Roses

Yes, you have a big future in front of

you that is arguably going to be way

more exciting than high school.

However, you’d be amazed at the

things about high school that you

miss after it’s all over. It may be hard

to see now, but we at KKGU can

confirm that it is common to get

nostalgic about the friends you’ve

made, the proximity of your support

systems, and the great classes you

took whilst in high school.

Thus, every once in a while this

semester, stop and take a moment to

appreciate the little things about high

school that you are never going to

experience again–the cafeterias, the

school hallways, lockers, etc. This is

your last chance to have these

experiences, so appreciate it while

you can. Before you know it, it’ll be

gone.
Add a subheading

5. Obtain Extra Copies of Your
Transcript

6. Make Sure You Have No Outstanding 

Even though you're graduating, your high

school accomplishments are going to be

important for a while. There are plenty of

college organizations, employers, and

financial aid officers who will want to know

about your grades, GPA, test scores, and

extracurricular involvement.

As the years go by, it can become difficult to

remember every class you took, every grade

you got, and even your final GPA score.

Having a high school transcript on hand will

help you maintain that information for

whenever you may need it. Thus, before you

leave, order a few extra copies of your

transcript to have on hand when necessary. If

you try to obtain a transcript after you

graduate, it’s usually more expensive and can

create a logistical nightmare for both you

and the school.

Fines/Debts With the School

The easiest way to not graduate is to have an

unreturned library book or a school or club

fee that you never paid. High School

Administrations can and have stopped

students from walking at graduation because

they did not settle all of their debts with the

school. Even if you think you don’t have any

outstanding debts, go to the school financial

aid office/front office and make sure. You

never know what you might find out, and it’s

best to get this figured out before graduation

day.



KKGU Region 2 
Contact Information

Derek Koenigsdorf, Regional Coordinator

derek.koenigsdorf@wichita.edu

Christy Reese, Administrative

Assistant/Mentor

christy.reese@wichita.edu

Darrick Henry, College Access Advisor

darrick.henry@wichita.edu

Olivia Vaca, College Access Advisor

olivia.vaca@wichita.edu

Michael Knight, College Access Mentor

michael.knight@wichita.edu  

Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP is a state-wide, 50% federally funded program hosted by WSU.

 

Mission Statement: The mission of Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP is to increase the number of students, with foster

children as priority, graduating from high school and prepared for enrollment in post-secondary education,

thereby enabling children to reach their full potential and consequently improving educational and social

outcomes.

Notice of Nondiscrimination: Wichita State University does not discriminate in its employment practices, educational programs or activities on the

basis of age, color, disability, gender, gender expression, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, political affiliation,

pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or status as a veteran. Retaliation against an individual filing or cooperating in a complaint process is

also prohibited. Sexual misconduct, relationship violence and stalking are forms of sex discrimination and are prohibited under Title IX of the

Education Amendments Act of 1972. Complaints or concerns related to alleged discrimination may be directed to the Director of Equal Opportunity or

the Title IX Coordinator, Wichita State University, 1845 Fairmount, Wichita KS 67260-0138; telephone (316) 978-3187. Offers of employment are

contingent upon completion of a satisfactory criminal background check as required by Board of Regents policy.

 

https://kkgu.org/kkgu1.0/
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