
Kansas Kids @

GEAR UP

Central Office: Front: Deltha Q. Colvin, Corinne Nilsen, Vanessa 
Souriya-Mnirajd, Back: Wilma Holloway (HAP), Greg Fears, Barbara Kae, 
Aaron Harbutz, Chris McDonald, Richard Swasinger, Traci Shepherd

Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP

In August 2015, Wichita State was awarded a seven-year 
statewide GEAR UP grant from the U.S. Department of  
Education. Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP (KKGU) serves 
students in foster care and state custody. KKGU assists this 
target population to graduate from high school and prepare 
them for postsecondary education. Six service regions 
provide support services and summer programming.

KKGU goals include academically supporting students 
through in-school and after-school programming. Activities 
include college and career exploration, college tours, and 
financial literacy activities designed to educate foster families 
on the requirements for postsecondary programs. The 
KKGU summer programs help students choose careers and 
explore the educational requirements of  careers.

KKGU also awards financial need-based scholarships to 
program students. Scholarships are used as incentives to 
improve academic performance, high school graduation 
rates and efforts towards setting career goals.  
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Homework Assistance Program

Advanced academic performance and post-secondary 
readiness is the focus of  the Homework Assistance Program 
(HAP).  HAP connects students with certified teachers and 
collegiate tutors, providing drop-in tutoring and homework 
assistance to eligible Wichita Public Schools students in 
grades six through 12. HAP also conducts ACT, financial 
aid, financial literacy workshop on a monthly basis.

Phone: (316) 978-7810
Web: wichita.edu/gearup

Region 1: Front: James Fryer, Brenda Armstrong 
Back: Susan Hill, Lori Woods

Region 2: Front: Derek Koenigsdorf, Cathy Crist, 
Back: Christopher Bryant, Phil Jones



Homework

Assistance

Program
Region 3: Front: Morgan Seaman, Steve Hammond, 
Back: Shannon Keys
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Region 4: Front: Regina Rose, Jodie Fisher, 
Back: Laurie Thompson, Joe Gonzales

Region 5: Front: Shyla Thompson, Jessica Carter, 
Back: Marisa Ackeret, Diana Carbajal, Shauntelle 
Thompson

Region 6: Front: Silvia Morales, Beth Randall, 
Back: Stephanie Andrews, Racquel Houston, Maggie 
Roepke

2015-2016 KKGU Highlights

68% college enrollment

Career exploration activities

Test preparation

92% of  high school seniors received a 
high school diploma or its equivalent 

184 graduates enrolled in colleges/
universities

$1,253,028 in need-based college 
scholarships were awarded to students

2,500 students received program 
services
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