Generative Technology Decision Tree
Use this decision tree to help determine whether generative technology is appropriate for a given assignment or task. Move through each step in order and discuss your reasoning as a group. The goal is not to find one 'right' answer, but to apply thoughtful judgment consistent with learning outcomes and ethics.
Step 1: Identify Purpose
Does the assignment or task assess original thought, interpretation, or personal reflection?
- Yes → Go to Step 2.
- No → Go to Step 3.
Step 2: Evaluate Cognitive Load
Does technology use replace the effort that produces learning (critical thinking, synthesis, writing, etc.)?
- Yes → Not appropriate for generative technology use.
- No → Proceed if use is transparent and cited → Appropriate only with instructor permission.
Step 3: Evaluate Learning Support
Could technology use help organize, clarify, or visualize information without producing the core intellectual work?
- Yes → Appropriate with acknowledgment and instructor guidance.
- No → Go to Step 4.
Step 4: Evaluate Ethical and Practical Risks
Would technology use raise privacy, bias, or academic integrity concerns (e.g., uploading protected data)?
- Yes → Not appropriate.
- No → Go to Step 5.
Step 5: Assess Learning Outcome Alignment
Does technology use align with the assignment’s stated learning outcomes?
- Yes → Appropriate for open use with reflection or citation.
- No → Not appropriate.
Possible Endpoints
- Not appropriate for generative technology use.
- Appropriate only with instructor permission and citation.
- Appropriate for open, transparent use with reflection.
