Student Decision Tree: Is GenAI Supportive of My Learning?
Use this decision tree to help decide whether using generative AI supports or undermines your learning. Follow each step carefully. When in doubt, always check with your instructor.
Step 1: Check Instructor Guidance
Have I read and understood the syllabus, assignment instructions, and any stated AI-use policies?
- No: Stop. Read and understand them first.
- Not sure: Ask your instructor before using AI.
- Yes: Go to Step 2.
Step 2: Identify the Learning Goal
What am I supposed to learn here?
- If the task builds original thinking, writing, analysis, or problem-solving, go to Step 3.
- If it’s about practice, organization, or review, go to Step 4.
Step 3: Evaluate Effort and Timing
Have I already tried to understand this myself?
- No: Using AI now may be possibly destructive to learning because it replaces the struggle that builds understanding.
- Yes: Go to Step 4.
Step 4: Evaluate How AI Will Be Used
Will AI help me clarify, check, or deepen what I already understand?
- Yes: Possibly helpful to learning.
- No: Go to Step 5.
Step 5: Evaluate Reflection and Transparency
Will I reflect on what AI gives me and be comfortable explaining how I used it to my instructor?
- Yes: Possibly neutral or helpful.
- No: Possibly destructive to learning.
Step 6: Ask for Guidance if Unsure
If at any point you are unsure, ask your instructor or advisor. It is better to check first than to explain later.
End States
🟢 Helpful to learning: Clarifies, practices, or reinforces understanding.
🟡 Neutral: Could help if reflected on.
🔴 Destructive: Replaces effort, thought, or authentic understanding.
