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What is the purpose of assessment?

• As the professor, you need to decide what the purpose of an 
assessment is
• Formative?
• Summative? 

• Formative assessments
• Quizzes, in-class application assignments

• Summative assessments 
• Unit/module tests, final projects/papers, final exam



What is the purpose of grading?

• Grading carries a lot of importance in the class
• Tells students how they are doing
• Communicates how much effort is “necessary” in a class
• Communicates to others how much the student knows

• Fit the style of your grading to the purpose of your grading
• Summative grading styles

• Scaled points, comments are evaluative, may compare students to each other
• Formative grading styles

• Points for submission, comments are designed to aid learning, compare students against 
an absolute standard



Can students grade?

• It is “legal” to allow students to grade each others’ work
• Think about the purpose of the grading
• Formative grading may better fit to students grading their own work
• Self-checking assignments/quizzes are helpful to give student 

information and to keep them engaged



The value of computer grading

• Consider allowing the computer do what the computer is good at!
• Objective versus subjective grading

• Formative objective quizzing is ideal for computer grading
• Quick turnaround on grades
• Possible to pre-load comments
• Easy use of rubrics

• Summative objective quizzing/testing also appropriate for computer 
grading, but more care needs to be taken in creating assessments
• Subjective assignments can be submitted through the computer and 

online grading tools used by you.



Advice from the grading trenches

• Don’t assess every single thing every single time
• Develop your own shorthand for grading and/or use your computer’s 

clipboard to have comments ready to copy/paste in
• Use rubrics when possible
• With subjective assignments, read several before starting to assign 

points
• Use pencil unless the submission is in pencil
• Provide collective feedback
• Provide useful feedback fitted to the type of assessment



A word about the gradebook

• The Blackboard gradebook is underutilized by face-to-face teachers
• It works best when you submit the assignments through the system 

itself
• The weighted grades feature “works” but can be difficult to get right
• Come to the IDA lab times in the library (1:00-3:00, come-and-go, 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays) to help get your gradebook set up



Thank you! Questions?


