
What am I reading?
(And what I’ve read that I recommend you read)

Matt Allen, City Manager
Garden City, KS



Black Indians: A Hidden Heritage

My “Current Read” (well… “listen” on audiobook)

Recommended by a friend 

The first paths to freedom taken by runaway slaves led to Native 
American villages. There, black men and women found acceptance 
and friendship among our country’s original inhabitants. Though they 
seldom appear in textbooks and movies, the children of Native- and 
African-American marriages helped shape the early days of the fur 
trade, added a new dimension to frontier diplomacy, and made a 
daring contribution to the fight for American liberty.

Since its original publication (1986), William Loren Katz’s Black 
Indians has remained the definitive work on a long, arduous quest for 
freedom and equality. 

























Table Talk:
What do you read? 
What do you recommend to the room?

1)  For Learning (Expanding into new subjects or 
appreciating new perspectives)

2)  For Leadership

3)  For Enjoyment

(Each table report back to the room at least two recommendations for each of the three 
categories listed above)
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